




















































































32p Coneress, Ist Session. 


Mr. HIBBARD. 


The gentleman says that 


this claim has been beforethe Committeeon Claims, | 


and that they have agreed to report adversely to 
it. 


I thank the gentleman for the suggestion, for | 


it bears at once upon the merits of the case, and | 


illustrates the impropriety of passing it in this 
form. I understand a class of claims embracing 
and standing upon the same merits as this—upon 
the same propriety and same law——- 

A Memper. Not this one. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I understand it is not con- 


tradicted that this or a similar claim has been re- | 


jected by the committee. Sir, it shows the impro- 
priety of this mode of procedure, as a matter of 
order, and it bears upon the question of the merits 
of theclaim. This is no place to pass upon such 
questions. 
committee on claims, except what the gentleman 
from Connecticut has said, and I do not under- 
stand that to be contradicted. Rejected after ex- 
amination before the appropriate committee, it is 
now sought to be tacked on asariderhere. This 
mode of proceeding is all wrong. Pass this amend- 
ment, allow this claim, and by the same rule you 
will add to this bill every claim of every State, and 
every individual, now pending before Congress. 


I know nothing of the action of the 


We will consume the remainder of the session in | 


unfinished action upon this single bill. 
the friends of the bill, and the committee generally, 
if they would ever finish the work in hand, to 
discourage amendments of this description. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I rise to oppose 
the amendment, with a view to reply to my col- 
league who spoke in favor of the principle con- 
tained in it. 
demning hasty legislation, that I, on yesterday, 
had offered an amendment to the bill, which was 
in conflict with 
States. 

Mr. MILLSON. 
offered an amendment which was in conflict with 
the Constitution. I said that the principle of that 


amendment involved a serious reflection upon the | 


Constitution. 

Mr. BAYLY. Very well. The gentleman 
said that it involved a reflection upon the Consti- 
tution. What was it? It was a proposition to 
include in an amendment which was carried, and 
which I afterwards, when I found it was objected 
to, offered to strike out, $150 to the minister for a 
snuff-box and watch he had given to a dragoman 
of the Sublime Porte. The only clause of the 
Constitution bearing upon that is this: 

“ No title of nobility shall be granted by the United States ; 
and no person holding any office of profit or trust under 
them, shall, without the consent of the Congress, accept of 
any present, emolument, Office, or title of any kind what- 
ever, from any king, prince, or foreign State.”’ 


This clause prohibits the taking, and not the 
giving of a present, &c., from any king, prince, or 
foreign State. I suppose that my colleague means 
to insist, that the converse of the proposition was 


true, and that it prohibits the giving of any present, | 


&e. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is under the 


necessity of reminding the gentleman that he does 


not see the relevancy of the remarks the gentleman | 
is now submitting, to the proposition of the gentle- | 


man from New Hampshire, which proposes to 


reimburse the States for moneys they have ex- | 
pended in raising volunteers for the Mexican war. | 
It was preciely upon that prop- | 


Mr. BAYLY. 
osition my colleague has indulged in a reflection, 
as [ regard it, upon me, as one of the organs of this 
House; and I should like to know by what rule 
the Chair can indulge remarks in favor of the 
amendment, and will not indulge others in reply. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair calls the gen- 
tleman to order. The Chair has no recollection 
of the remarks to which the gentleman alludes, as 
having been made by his colleague. He did not 
hear them. 

Mr. BAYLY. As my colleague has been in- 
dulged in making reference to me, by every rule 
of parliamentary law I have a right to reply to his 
remarks. 

[Cries of ‘*Go on!” **Go on!’’] 
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He took occasion to say, in con- | 


the Constitution of the United 


I did not say the gentleman | 


l invoke 








| present from any foreign potentate. 
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My colleague says that the proposition was a 
reflection upon the Constitution. The Constitu- 
tion says that no public functionary shall receive a 
present from a foreign potentate without the con- 
sent of Congress. It does not say that our Min- 
isters cannot comply with the usages at other 
courts; and I say here, the usage of this Govern 
ment has been, from its foundation, to comply 
with the usages of courts in making presents. 
Will my colleague say that forbidding to take pres 
ents is impliedly a prohibition to give them? 
Why, sir, the Constitution does not even prohibit 
the reception of presents. It only prohibits the 
officer from appropriating them to his own use; 
and when they are offered, they are always re- 
ceived, and are either deposited in the Patent Of- 
fice or sold, and the proceeds go into the public 
Treasury. Now, what becomes of my colleague’s 
point ? : 

Mr. MILLSON. With my colleague’s permis 
sion, I do not see why, when I made general re- 
marks in reference to a bill before Congress, my 
colleague should suppose those remarks to int 
mate a reflection upon him as one of the orga 
of the House. I was expressing an independent 
opinion as an independent legislator. 

Mr. BAYLY. Did not my colleague state that 
I had introduced a proposition reflecting upon the 
Constitution of the United States? 

Mr. MILLSON. This practice of giving and 
receiving presents by diplomatic agents abroad 
existed at the time of the formation of 
stitution, as it does now; and because it existed 
then, and because the framers of the Constitution 
regarded it as a serious abuse they expressly pro 
hibited any one of our agents from receiving a 
In the con- 
demnation of the principle, so far as the reception 
of these presents is concerned, they unquestion 
ably meant to imply a condemnation of a similar 
practice by agents of other Governments. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state, be 
fore putting the question, that in this peculiar case 
he has indulged remarks which he deems not in 
order. Hereafter he would beg gentlemen to con- 
fine themselves to the proposition under considera- 
tion. Unless they do, he shall feel bound to en- 
force the rules of order. 

Mr. HIBBARD, by unanimous consent, with- 


our Con 


| drew his amendment. 


Mr. SEYMOUR, of Connecticut. I 


move to 


| reduce the appropriation one dollar. 


I do so to say a word to prevent misapprehen- 
sion of my remark while the gentleman from New 
Hampshire was on the floor. 1 noticed at the 
time that he misunderstood me. This subject 
was submitted to the Committee on Claims. A 
much larger amount was then asked for. The 
committee were prepared to report adversely to 
the application, on the ground that the law made 
ample provision for all such cases. The petition 
was thereupon withdrawn, and on application to 
the proper Department, a great part of the claim 
was allowed and paid. As to this residue, I know 
nothing in particular about it; but [ am opposed 


| to this loose mode of bringing in and adjudicating 


on these claims. If the law already provided is 
not ample, or if there are defects in its adminis- 
tration, it is easy to apply to Congress by a proper 
memorial, and let the matter be investigated by 
the appropriate committee. It seems to me the 
general appropriation bill is no proper place for 
their consideration. On this ground I have voted 
against all the applications of this nature, and 


| shall continue so to vote. 


Mr. FAULKNER. 
amendment: . 
For refunding to the State of Virginia the amount of 


I submit the following 


| money advanced by said State, under the act of her Gen- 


eral Assembly of the !0th day of August, 1849, in organ- 


izing, subsisting, and transporting the Virginia regiment of 


volunteers for the Mexican war previous to its being mus 
tered into the service of the United States, together with 
interest on said sum, at six per cent. perannum, #5,000, or 
so much thereof as may be necessary to pay the same. 


Mr. F. said: The claim of Virginia for advances 


| to her regiment of volunteers yet remaining unpaid 


|| by the Federal Government, amounts to $3,734 85, 
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with interest. This sum, as appears by the cert: 








ficates of the Auditor and 1 wsurer, WAS | aid to 
the officers and soldiers of that re tin pur 
suance of an act of the Ge Assembly of that 
State, passed on 10) M h, 1249. Ihe 
claim was laid before the Seere vy of War by the 
agent of Virei la, ANd rejected \ m, because he 
did not think it was en a wit! the provi 
ions of the joint resolut of the 3d of March 
1847, and the 2d of June, 1845 \ rial was 
then laid before Ce re . amd 3 ‘ d to the 
Committee on Military Aff \ rzan of 
that committee, | ive pre ed a report to th 
House, which was laid upon tl rdered 
to be printed, differn r fromthe S eta f War 
in his construction of these law und ¢ essin 
the opinion that the claim of Virey s within the 
provisions of exist ws, and d be settle 
at the War Departm nt Here, sir, | vuld have 
been content to leave thi matter B i Lon 
m ee of the Whole avinge « terday rece 
nized t be iced t 

pria n i if ‘ » Vl 
ran, nd tnis mornii ( é I ke er tl i 
the State of North Carol | fee fied d 
required, n twith inding the prote st of my ¢ 
leag {[Mr. Mirison inst I 

lation, to urge upon the co ttee the iim of 
Virginia. Our demand i just , and nply 
sustained by evidence | have efore me nau 
thenti ated copy of th w of 1e St Author 
izing the | Lyme t. andthe certificates of the Audi 
tor and Treasurer proving the fact of disbursement 
Narrow te hnical obje tions ought not to be urged 
wainst such demands, coming from e ( he 
States of this Union They are the m compe 
tent judges of the expenditure nece v for th 
full equipment ind organization of th unteer 
reciments. They are be informed the diffi 
culties to be overcome, and the means proper to 
overcome them. It cannot and ought not to be 
presumed for a moment, that they would push 
these expenditure beyond the necessities of the 
case. 

The joint resolutions of 1847 and 1848 had 
their origin in a wise and patrioti poli y Con- 
eress meant to retu id to all State , Corporations, 
and individuals, the advances in good faith made 
by them to the volunteers « raced in the Mexican 
war. The Constitution contemplates the burden 
of every war to fall upon the General Govern 
ment, and wherever individuals or States, and par 
ticularly States, in the exigency of the moment, 
step in ‘and make advances which should come 
from the general fisc, they should refunded 
without that rigid examination into the expendi 
ture which some gentlemen now contend for. I 


had no inconsiderable agency myself in aiding to 
raise the reciment contributed by Virginia for the 
Mexican war, and I know personally 
of what I am speaking about. 


was r 
most inclement season of 


something 
It 


e year, and under cir 


\ised at a 
th 
ficulty and discourage- 
st of Vir 
eral to her volunteers, 


cumstances of peculiar di 
ment, and whilst I concede that 
just and it 


tne ate 
ginia has been 
she was not more so than sound policy and the 


The Se cretary of War— 


1" 


occasion required. 
{Here the hammer fe 
Mr. HAVEN. I! 
ment. The statute which was } 
my friend from Tennessee, [Mr. Genrry,} pro 
vides that all claims of this kind shall be paid upo 


} 


im opr mmend 


read yesterday by 


proof being ma le, which shall be satisfact y te 
the Secretary of War. 
us that they have made proof, as they 
the Secretary of War. If they have the 


These rentle met here 


they can get their pay if they have not got it 
then I deny that they have any claim W hat is 
a claim good for without proof And how do we 
know it 1s valid without proof? I would like to 
inquire whether this comm ttee intend to pass these 


roof? They have made thei: 


without | 
such as it is, before the Secretary 


claims 
proof, they Say, 
of War, but they have not brought that proof be- 
fore this committee. Why should this committee 
allow these claims without proof, when the Secre- 


tary of War will not allow them with proof of the 


Steen eres 


a 


. 


SAT eg OH I 


> aaa oe 


2130 


nished? If anything is to be done by this com- 
mittee on the subject without proof or investiga- 
tion, we had better at once provide that upon any 
member saying his State has a claim, of which 
he knows nothing, and of which no proof can be 
made, that claim shall be deemed sufficiently es- 
tablished, and shall be paid. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Will the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. payee | permit me to remind him, 
t ae the Se melary of War, in reply to a letter ad- 
sed-to him bya member 0 f the Military Com- 
mittee, placed his objection to the allowance of 
this claim, not upon the ground of want of evi- 
dence, for that was ample and satisfactory, but 
upon the ground that the existing law did not, ac- 


cording to his construction of it, justify his making 


the payment? There is no justice or propriety in 
recognizing the claim of one State » f rnd rejecting 
that of another, resting precisely uj “ws the same 
rrounds. Lam contenttoleave the whole subject 
to the War De partment, wire eee eens tory 
resolution, if that be deemed advisable. But if 
one State 1s provided for in the ieee scuciaiies 


tion bill, all having like claims should be placed 
upon an equal footing. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Fauik- 
wer’s amendment, and re jec ted. 

Mr.SACKETT. I make to amend the amend- 
ment by inserting $2,000 in the place of $4,000 
I do it for the purpose of calling the attention of 

e ELlouse to the law which has been referred to 
heretofore, and for the purpose of showing that, 
if we are to pass anything, we should make the 
sum as low as possible. The law referred to is 
the law of the 2d of June, 1848, and I wish to 
refer to a provision of thatlaw. The law upon 
the subject of proofs is this: ‘* That proof shall 
‘be made, to the satisfaction of the Secretary of 
‘War, of the amount thus expended, and that 
‘the same was necessary and proper for the troops 
‘ aforesaid.’’ 

Sy this: amendment, and by any of this class of 
amendments, we assume, if we pass them into a 
law, the payment of all the money paid by the 
States, though put into the hands of their own 
agents in form, for the support, subsistence, or 
transportation of ones , although it may have 
been all squande red, and none applied in accord- 
ance with the provisions of this law, and although 
not one farthing of the money has ever been made 
available to the United States, as is required by 
the original act under which these claims arise. 
if this be so, it is prpiey: improper to pass any 

ich ame mene ent as will, by its own 0] wn ation, 
relieve the ites from s upplyi ing proofs of the due 
application yr, the money appropri ited by them in 
accordance W ith t the provision of the law on which 
the claim is based. Some portion of this money 
may have been properly applied ; other portions 
of it may not have been properly applied. Some 
portion of it oa United States ought to pay; other 

the United States, perh ps, ought 
"The provision of the law expressly 
declares that this money is to be applied to the 
support of troops, &c. If the State agents have 
misapplied the funds put into their hands, there 
is no provision of the law of 1848 making it 
obligatory upon the United States to pay it, and 
they ought not to pay it; because the States should 
be responsible for the action of their own agents. 
Gentlemen must see the impropriety of passing 
these amendments without an Investig: ition before 
a committee, as to what has been paid by the 
States in pursuance of the regulations of the Uni- 
ted States. If the United States ought to pay 
them, we ought to ascertain first what the amount 
is, what is properly due, and what not. This 
House knows nothing about the propriety of the 
amendment, and if we pass these amendments we 
assume, as facts and legal, all they state, and that 
we ought to pay the money, whether due accord- 
ing to law or justice, or not. 

Mr. SACKETT. With the consent of the 
committee I will withdraw my amendment. 

There being no objection, the amendment was 
accordingly w ithdrawn. 

Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. I offer the fol- 
lowing amendment: 


portions of 


not to pay. 


For refunding to the county of Berks, in the State of 


Pennsylvania, and to the city of Reading, in said county, 
the amount of money advanced by said county and said 
eity, in organizing, subsisting, equipping, and transporting 
volunteers, previous to their being mustered into the service 


of the United States during the war with Mexico, together | 
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imperfect and inconclusive kind they have fur- 


with the interest on such sum at six per cent. per annum, 
£2,500; which said sum, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary to pay and cancel the claims of said county and 
said city, as presented, and now on file in the War Depart 
ment, with interest as aforesaid, fromthe time said advance 
was made, shall be paid by the Secretary of the Treasury 
to the municipal authorities of said county and said city. 

Mr. Chairman, the claim here presented is one 
from the county of Berks and city of Re ding, in 
the State of Pennsylvania, for money advanced 
for the subsistence » equipme nt, and trans} sortation 
of volunteers for the Mexican war. 

In 1847, a joint resolution was passed by Con- 
gress upon this subject, which provides for the 
refunding of money advanced by States or their 
accents; but this resolution, which has been referred 
to by several gentlemen who have addressed the 
committee, does not extend to counties or cities; 
under that resolution no relief can be given to 
meres wae or the city of Reading. Now, the 

rate of Pennsylvania, ‘whose patriotism no one 
will ahibiod in peace or in war, made no provis- 
ion for the equipment, subsistence, or transporta- 
tion of the volunteers from Berks county; and, 
consequently, has made no claim on the General 
Crovernment, and never will, for the n noney ex- 
pended for that purpose. This matter, at least so 
far as we were concerned, was left entirely to the 
counties, or to the friends of the volunteers. 

The county of Berks, which has always been 
famous for her patriotism, and has been fully rej 
resented in every war in which the country’ bas 
been engaged, from the Revolution down to the 
Mexicsn war, offered three companie s in about 
ten days’ notice of the requisition of the Governor 
of Pennsylvania. In order, however, to make a 
fair distribution of the forces required through the 
State, he was enabled to accept of but one of our 
companies. A meeting of the citizens of Reading 
and of the county of Berks was called for the pur- 
pose of providing for these volunteers. Among 
other things, it was ascertained that the United 
States Government would not muster them into 
the service except at Pittsburg, a distance of three 
hundred and eighty miles, and until mustered into 
said service, no provision of course would be made 
by the United States Government for their subsist- 
ence, &c 

The men who offered themselves were the brave 
and hardy sons of the county, who were willing 
to risk their lives for the honor of their country; 
but they had no money to expend, even for their 
own subsistence. ‘To supply their necessities, the 
meeting recommended an advance of $1,000 from 
the city of Reading, and $1,000 from the county 
treasury. ‘They appointed a committee of five, of 
which | was one, to disburse the money, and to 


} call upen the General Government for its reim- 


bursement. 

This money, sir, was chiefly expended in equip- 
ping, subsisting, and transporting these volunteers. 
A rezularaccount was madeout and audited, show- 
ing the mode and manner in which the money was 
expe snded; and the account has been approved by 
the municipal « authorities of Reading and of Berks, 


and I have the vouchers here, duly certified, so as 


to satisfy any gentleman of the truth of the facts 


here alleged. Now, sir, not one dollar of this 
money has ever been refunded to this day. The 


case has been submitted long since to the Secre- 


tary of War; but, with the exception of a small 
sum for traveling expenses, &c., he declines to 
pass the account, for want of sufficient legal au- 
thority. It has been submitted to the Committee on 
Claims of this House, and the fact of the expend- 
iture for the purposes designated proved beyond a 
doubt; but there is no earthly hope of that com- 
mittee being able to make a report on it of any 
kind for want of time; sothat this processamounts 


to a denial of justice. I wish to say to the gentle- | 
man from Virginia, who has just addressed the | 


committee, [Mr. Mixison,] that his approval of 
the payment of these claims, but insisting on their 
passing through the Committee on Claims, and 
then coming up before the two Houses of Congress 
on the Private Calendar, is almost tantamount to 
a refusal. My constituents know they have paid 

$2,000 for the use of the volunteers in the Mexi- 
can war—a war declared by this Government— 
and that, after a lapse of six years, this Govern- 
ment has not refunded one dollar of it. They do 
not inquire into the mode in which Congress does 
its business; they look to the result. 

There can be no dispute about the correctness’of 


the vouchers. The claim cannot be paid under the | 
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joint resolution of 1847, and I coe of an Gihine 


mode than that of a direct appropriation by Con- 
gress. It is for this reason that I have moved this 
amendment to the civil and diplomatic bill, and 
hope it may prevail, Sir, it ts impossible that I 

should discuss the question of a eitizen-soldier in 
a five minutes speech; but I will merely remark, 
that, while the patriotism of our citizens is un- 
bounded, and the hardy sons of this glorieus 
country stand ready at her call, it is rather humil- 
iating to see the Government reluctantly doling out 
of a plethori ie Treasury the little pittance required 
for their sul ysistence, equipment, and transporta- 
tion. 

Mr. GORMAN. I am opposed to this amend- 
ment, and if any gentleman upon this floor can 
get up here and make out a case, by showing how 
money can get ovt of the Treasury of his county 
without the treasurer or auditor having vouchers 
as to where it went, he can do something that I 
never heard of before. Why, sir, the State of 
Indiana raised nearly six thousand men for that 
war, and one State has received $20,000 for raising 
a single regiment, while all the six regiments from 
the State of Indiana have not cost the Government 
to the amount of $12,000. 

Mr. JONES. Will the gentleman from Indiana 
allow me to say, that we are ready to show 
vouchers for the distri! yution of every dollar of this 
money. 

Mr. GORMAN. If the gentleman is ready to 
show vouchers for the payment of this money, 
all he has got to do is to go to the Treasury De- 
partment, and those vouchers will be allowed. 
There is a law say ‘ing, that wherever money has 
been appropriated for the payment of troops mus- 
tered into service, upon producing vouchers that 
the money has been paid, and that it was neces- 
sary, it shall be refunded. Indeed, they have 
been very lax on the question of necessity. Claims 
have been allowed by this Government, even in 
cases where free, voluntary barbacues have been 
given to companies as a compliment to the sol- 
diers. 

Now, if a dollar has gone out of the treasury of 
any State of this Union, the auditor or treasurer 
of that State must know where it went, and if he 
has not got the vouchers he cannot account for it 
to his own State. We have passed a law saying, 
that upon presentation of the vouchers of the 
treasurer of any State, money which has been paid 
out on account of this war, shall be refunded, and 
twenty times over has the question been coming 
up in the Treasury Department, whether the offi- 
cers shall give additional latitude in these pay- 

ments. Our Government, on account of this Mexi- 
ean war, in regard to forty things I could name, 
has been leeched and bled, and is being leeched 
and bled day after day, by unjust, unholy, and 
iniquitous claims. 

Sir, I have had presented to me for considera- 
tion in the Committee on Military Affairs, claims 
from my own State; | have made inquiries how 
money could get out of the treasury of the State 
without a voucher, and I find that it cannot. It 
could not get out of the treasury of the gentleman’s 
county without vouchers. Your auditor must 
have vouchers, or he could not settle his accounts. 
If he has vouchers, and can settle his own ac- 
counts, then he can get the claim before this Gov- 
ernment. Our law is broad enough and compre- 
hensive enough, and all that is necessary is to 
produce your vouchers. 

The question being upon the amendment to the 
amendment offered ‘by Mr. Jones, of Pennsyl- 
vania, 

Mr. JONES called for tellers; but they were not 
ordered. 

And the question being put upon the amend- 
ment to the amendment, it was rejected. 

Mr. NABERS offered the following as an 
amendment to the amendment: 

For refunding the amount of money expended by the 
late Governor of Mississippi in calling out volunteers for 
the Mexican war, under the President’s requisition, one 
thousand dollars, together with six per cent. interest on 
that sum: Provided, Sufficient evidence is presented to 
satisfy the Seeretary of War that the maney was actually 
expended - the service of the United States. 

Mr. N. said: Mr. Chairman, I shall occupy the 
five minutes allotted to me under the rule, in ex- 
plaining the reasons why I have offered that 
amendment. But I wish, in the first place, to 
vindicate myself in offering this amendment, from 
_ the charge made by the gentleman from Indiana, 
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>Mr. German,] that we would b shed the Treasury, 
ind from the charge of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Mitison,} that we would reflect upon 
the Constitution. Sir, | would not myself do 
either the one or the other; and why, let me ask, 
do not gentlemen, in looking at the Constitution, 
look at the whole document? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi must confine his remarks to the subject- 
matter of his amendment. 

Mr. NABERS. Well, sir, | was just going to 
say that there is a clause in the Constitution which 
gives this Congress power to pay the debts of the 
United States. If gentlemen will look to the be- 
ginning of the eizhth section of the first article of 
the Constitution, they will find that power is there 
given to us to pay the debts of the United States. 
Well, sir, the United States owes the State of 
Mississippi $1,000, or about that sum. I find 
that some gentlemen around me are disposed to 
controvert the orthodoxy of my constitutional 
argument, and [ will therefore quote the pera- 
graph of the Constitution on which I rely. It is 
in these words: 


** Cangress shall have power to lay and collect taxes, du 
ties, imposts, and excises, to pay the defhts and provide for 
the common defense and general welfare ef the United 
States 

Well, sir, let me explain that the money ex- 
pended by the State of Mississippi during the 
Mexican war was expended during the adminis- 
tration of one of my colleagues, now a member 
upon this floor. But it may be asked, why has 
not the entire amount been refunded tous? Sim- 

ply because the rules and regulations of the De- 
partment construed the law to death under which 
we were entitled to this payment. [Laughter.] 
‘They construed the life out of the law, so that we 
were unable to get it. We simply ask in this 
amendment that if we can prove—as we can do— 
that this money was actually expended during the 
Mexican war, and expended for the benefit of the 
United States, then they shall pay it back; and 
sir, as a Representative of Mississippi upon this 
floor, | should scorn to receive it unless we could 
demonstrate beyond a shadow of doubt that we 
had expended the money as we say we have. I 
will not promise to produce a receipt for ever 
pound of beef, and every blanket, and every arti- 
cle of that sort that was furnished to our volun- 
teers, for it is often the case that conclusive proof 
upon these subjects is beyond our reach. 

I will not detain the committee longer. 1 ask 
that a vote may be taken upon my amendment. 
I know that the money has been expended by the 
State of Mississippi, and that it has been expend- 
ed for the benefit of the United States. { assure 
every member of this committee that such is the 
fact. It is for them to say whether the money 
shall be refunded to us. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [understand that the ven- 
tleman from Mississippi desires to reénact the law 
precisely as it stands. I understand that he wants 
the Government of the United States to pay to the 
State of Mississippi what that State has expended 
for the benefit of the United States, and six per 
cent. interest, provided they will prove to the sat- 
isfaction of the Secretary of War that it has been 
expended for that purpose. That is the precise 
language of the law as it now stands. I will 
read it: 

** Provided, however, That proof shall be made to the 
satisfaction of the Secretary of War of the amount thus 
expended, and that the same was necessary and proper for 
the troops aforesaid.”’ 

But I am not opposing the amendment of the 
gentleman from Mississippi any more than I am 
the whole principle. While 1 might be willing to 
vote for a modification of the law upon this sub- 
ject, if it were put in a shape in which it could be 
discussed and examined into, I do protest against 
putting it into an appropriation bill, where, of all 
other places in the world, it has the least business, 
and into which it is with the least propriety at- 
tempted to be put. For what have we just appro- 
nriated money ? Why, to pay to Michigan and 

‘orth Carolina certain claims, when there isalaw 
already i in existence making appropriation for the 
payment of suchclaims. The law itself makes a 
permanent and existing appropriation for every 
claim of this sort that is allowed by the Depart- 
ment, and the object of this legislation is not to 
make an appropriation, and therefore it has no 
business in this appropriation bill. 
section of the law says: 


The second ; 
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* And that an amount sufficient to refuml said expenses 
s® incurred be and the same is herchy 


appropriated out @ 
any meaey iu the Treasury not o 


therwise appropriated.’ 
Gentlemen are not seeking an appropriation of 
money at all. They are seeking . 
passed through the War Department which do not 
come up to the proof required by law and by the 
reculations of the Dep irtment. The 
that the Secretary of War shall be satisé 
this money was expended for organizing 
ing, er transporting 


to get clauns 


; 
iIaw 
ed that 


subsist- 


Saye 


troops. Gentlemen come 
forward with claims for money which was not so 
expended, and ask the Secretary of War to pay 
them, and because he will not do it, we ave ap- 
plied to to allow the claims without one particle of 
information, and in opposition to the law and to 
the regulations of the War Department. By your 
action here to-day and yesterday you are taking 
away every restriction that was put upon these 
settlements by the War Department. 

But, sir, there is another thing to which I wish 
to call the attention of the commuttee. These 
amendments all say that interest of six per cent. 
shall be paid upon these claims. Now, that is 
more than has been done for other States whose 
claims have been allowed. The law says that 
where the State, corporation, or individual, ad- 
vancing the money, has been receiving interest on 
that money, and has lost the interest by advancing 
it, in that case interest shall be paid. But here, 
irrespective of the principle which has controlled 
other States, and without regard to whether inter- 
est has been lost or not, you say that interest shal! 
be paid at the rate of six per cent., when, in truth, 
the principle of the law upon which this proceed- 
ing Is founded, is entirely different from that. 

But the great question, Mr. Chairman, 
has this money been applied properly, or m is it 
been misay yplied } ? The Secretary of War re- 
quired to pi ay theclaim if you sz atisfy him that oie 
money has been expended i . organizing, subsist- 
ing, or transporting troops; but not, if he is satis- 
fied that it has been expended in parade and show, 
and has been wasted. Now, by these amend- 
ments you are destroying the restrictions which 
have been thrown around the action of the War 
Department. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment to the amendment, and it was rejected. 

The question then recurred upon Mr. ( 
amendment. 

Mr. COBB. I hope the committee will let Al- 
abama have this small appropriation. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was not agreed to. 

Mr. ORR. I now propose to offer a similar 
amendment, though I hope it will meet with a 
better fate. I offer the following: 


is this: 


SOBB’s 


To refund to the State of South Carolina the amount of 
money advanced, and transportation furnished, 
teers from that State during the late war with Mexico, the 
sum of £20,000, with interest at the rate of six per centum 
per annuin, from the first day of March, 1847, until paid. 


to volun 


This amendment is in the exact phraseology of 
the amendment offered a few minutes ago by the 
gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Sranty,] 
which was adopted by the committee. The 
money provided for in my amendment was ex- 
pended by the State of South Carolina in fitting 
out the Palmetto regiment for the Mexican war. 
The difficulty, so far as the vouchers for that re- 
vimentare concerned, grows out of the fact that the 
colonel of the regiment, and lieutenant colonel, 
both fell at the battle of Cherubuseo. But, inde- 
pendent of that, after having passed the amend- 
ments to refund the money so expended by the 
States of Michigan and North C ‘arolina, as a mat- 
ter of justice, | suppose the committee would 
hardly hesitate to pass the amendment | have 
offered for the State of South Carolina. 

One word in reply to the gentleman from Indiana 
{[Mr. Gorman] as to the inexpediency and impro- 
priety of these appropriations by the General Gov- 
ernment, to pay appropriations made by theStates. 
I beg that gentleman to remember, that these ap- 
propriations, asked to be made here, are for the 
several States of this Union which made advances; 
and I ask that gentleman, or any other gentleman, 
if he supposes the constituted authorities of any 
State of this Union would come to the Treasury 
of the United States, and perpetrate a fraud vpon 
it, for the purpose of obtaining such a sum as that 
from its coffers? I suspect not. It is not like an ap- 
\. propriation to a private individual, upon the faith 
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of a private individual, where fraud may be com- 
mitted. The claims are from sovereign States of 
this | Chey are for m y expended in fit- 
ting out troops, and preparing them for the field, 
in order to nveet ps ptly the call made by the 
General Government for those troops. It sav it 
} just and fair, that the money, thus expended, 
should be refunded by the General Government. 
Is it rimht, that you should refuse te efund the 
money thus appropriated by the several States, 
in this manner, becenuse, perchance, those States 


may not have saved th vou h the Secre- 
tary of War has required to bre nroduc 
the claims shall be paid Is that just 
{s it proper 

but some of the States 
more money than others, 
It is nothing more than 
pen from 
States might raise a regiment 
would cost another $10,000. 
moment, when the whole 
of excitement—when it 
portance that the 
war at the earlies 
States lavished out 
their troops; 


hers, whi 
el before 
Is it reght? 
have expended much 
That is to be 


would nece 
\ 


eX nected. 
uy hap- 


the cireumstan Some 


t +) . 
of tne ¢« e. 


for £5,000, while tt 
In the hurry ef the 
country was tn a tever 
was of the 


should be at 


utmost 
the 


many 


im- 
troops sent of 
t possible moment- of the 
with a liberal hand to 


and because they have done so—lbe- 


money 


cause they acted with 


alacrity in the defense of 
the country, in order that the troops might be 
sent in time to protect the country effectually—is 
that to be used as an argument why they should 
he compelled to pay the money thus « «pended 
themselves? Is it to be said to us, ** You have 
thrown away recklessly and profligately this 
money, and therefore we will not pay it?” TI 


hope the committee will adopt this amendment. 
Mr. DUNHAM. Itis no doubt true that the 
money now asked for by the States to be refunded 
them was paid out by those States; but I desire to 
know if it was understood by hens States. when 
the money was paid out, that it would ever be re- 
funded to them by the United States Government? 
Much of this money has been paid out by officers 
who may have preferred claims against the differ- 


em States for the money they had expended in 
raising the troops. They might have urged in 
defense of their claims, that the monev would be 


a aid by the Government of the United States. 
Bat I have no idea that these cl 
by the S 
was to 
have no 


allowed 
money 
Govenment. I 
of those Si 


for 


ums were 
tates with the expectation that the 
from the 
idea that the 


entertained such a 


come General 


levislators 


belief 


ates 
ever 
ment. 

Mr. ORR. I wish to say that the objection the 
gentleman from Indiana makes, that this money was 
paid out by the officers in raising troops who have 
come afterwards with claims to the different States, 
does not apply to my State, orto my amendment. 
The sum of $20,000 was appropriated directly by 
my State for this object, and not to pay the claims 
of speculators. 


a single mo- 


Mr. JONES, ‘Tennessee. Has the State of 
South Carolina ever asked that this money should 
be refunded, or did she expect it at the time she 


appropriated it? 
Mr. ORR. Ido not know whether the State of 
South Carolinaever asked that this money should 


be refunded her or not, but, as a Representative 


from that State, lask thatit shall be done. If 
that State has not come here at your doors with 
petitions, is that a reason why she should not 


have justice done her? Is thatto be the argument 


of the gentleman why the amendment should not 
be adopted ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire, with the consent of 
the gentleman from Indiana, {Mr. Dununam,] who 
still holds the floor, to ask the gentleman from 
South Carolina [Mr. Orr] one question. Did not 
at least a large part of the money which was ap- 
propriated at this time by the State of South Caro- 
lina go to the troops themselves? Was it notdis- 
tributed amongst the regiment for the personal 
comfort of the troops? 

Mr. ORR. When that money was voted, it 
was not, as | understand, to be divided amongst the 
troops atall. It was for the comfort of the sol- 
diers of the regiment. 

Mr. DUNHAM. There was another matter 
for which this money was expended. We all 
know that there was a spirit of rivalry through the 
States for a promptcompliance with the requisitions 
of the Government. It wasa praiseworthy feel- 
ing; but at the time when these appropriations 
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were made by the different State authorities, they 
were wade for the purpose of encouraging this 
spirit of rivalry, and for the purpose of getting a 
proper quota of troops into the field as soon as 
possible, Lut it was never expected, when the 
money was advanced by the State authorities, that 
the General Government would pay it back again. 
lt is very evident that they had no such ex pecta- 
tion, from the fact that they never even took 
vouchers from the individuals to whom the money 
was advanced. I think the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina should not be adopted. 

‘The question now being upon Mr. Orr’s amend- 
ment, the House was divided, and 27 rose in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. ORR demanded tellers; which were ordered; 
and Messrs. Mitison and Lanpry were ap- 
pointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers 
reported—ayes 47, noes 78. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE offered the following 
amendment: 

‘T'o carry inte effect the act approved September 28, 1850, 
forthe purchase of a cemetery near the city of Mexico, and 
the interment therein of the remains of the American oth 


ra and soldiers who fell in battle, or otherwise, in or near 
the city of Mexico, the sum of 83,000, which, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary, shall be expended for this 
purpose, under the direction of the President of the United 
State And the interment ofcitizens of the United States, 
who have heretofore died, or who may hereafter die in 


Mexico, may be made in said cemetery, under such regu- 
lations as may be prescribed by the President of the United 
States. 

Mr. B. said: I suppose there will be no objec- 
tion to the passage of that amendment. It will 
require but a very short explanation. A year or 
two ago Congress appropriated $10,000, which 
was then supposed to be necessary to purchase a 
cemetery in or near the city of Mexico, for the 
interment of the officers and soldiers of the Ameri- 
can army who fell in battle, or otherwise died in 
or near that city. Thatsum, however, was found 
not to be sufficient by about $3,000. In the defi- 
ciency bill which passed this House some time ago, 
there was an appropriation of $1,480 34. In 
looking over the papers, however, and in accord- 
ance with the recommendation of the President of 
the United States in his message, which I hold in 
my hand, the Senate passed a bill appropriating 
43,000 for completing the cemetery, and removing 
the remains of the officers and soldiers to it. The 
papers which | now hold in my hand show the 
facts, but | have not time, nor is it necessary, to 
ro into them. This sum is probably about the 
additional amount which is needed. I[t is recom- 
mended by the President, has passed the Senate 
in the form of a separate bill, which has been laid 
upon your tables. I have taken the substence of 
this bill and put it into the form of the amendment 
which is now before the committee. I have 
adopted this course because there would be no 
hope of reaching that bill during the present ses- 
sion 

The question was then put, and the amendment 
WAS Arre ed to. 

Mr. SMART offered the following amendment: 

And provided that no person at the head of either of the 
Departments, or of any of the Executive bureaus of the 
Government of the United States, no Senator or Represent- 
ative in Congress, clerk in any of the Departments, or any 
officer or employee of either House of Congress, shall di- 
rectly or indirectly, during the time they may hold such 
office, prosecute any claim against the Government of the 
United States, before the Executive Departments, Execu- 
tive bureaus, or Congress,for any fee or reward. And if 
any person aforesaid shall prosecute any claim as afore- 
said, he shall forfeitand pay a fine of $2,000, and also the 
amount ofthe fee charged for his services, one half to the in- 
former and the other half to the Government, to be recov- 
ered by action of debt before any court of the United States. 

Mr. S. said: Mr. Chairman, 1 will detain the 
House but a moment in explaining this amend- 
ment. Atthe first of the session I submitted a 
proposition embracing the same principle as this 
amendment. But I will state for the information 
of the House, that the principle has been sanc- 
tioned during the presentsession by the Judiciary 
Committee of this House, and that a similar prop- 
osition, though not in the same language, has 
passed the Senate. I will also state that the judges 
of the Supreme Court, as the committee are aware, 
are prohibited from practicing as counsellors or 
attorneys in the courts of the United States; and 
that there is now also existing upon the statute 
book, a prohibition upon the members of this 
House in relation to Congress, providing that no 
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member shall make a contract, and the provision 


is enforced by a penalty of $4,000. 

These are the precedents I offer, Mr. Chair- 
man, to justify me in offering this amendment. I 
think the adoption of this proposition is becoming 
much more necessary than are the prohibitions | 
have alluded to, and I trust there will be no oppo- 
sition to the amendment. I have drawn up the 
proposition with great care, and I think it will be 
found to answer the purpose. 

Mr. MILLSON. I have no objection to the 
objects contemplated in that amendment, and | 
have alwayscontrolled my own personal action by 
the principles involved in it; but I rose simply to 
raise a point of order as to the amendment. 

Mr. SMART. I think it is in order. 


Mr. MILLSON. It is not a proposition in | 


order to this appropriation bill. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion 


that the amendment is not in order, and therefore 


sustains the point of order. 

Mr. KING, of New York, offered the follow- 
ing amendment: 

‘There shall be allowed and paid to each of the following 
persons: Charles H. Sherman, Lewis E. Jackson, Henry 
‘laylor, Frederick Morris, and John Davis, mariners, sent 
into the port of New York and detained there as witnesses 
for the United States, $1 25 for each and every day 
necessarily occupied on the voyage and arriving at New 
York; and the judge of the district of the United States 
in which such witnesses have been detained to testify, 
shall allow and cause the same to be paid, the same as other 
witnesses’ fees are paid. 

Mr. KING said: I will say briefly, in explana- 
tion of this amendment, that it is universally the 
custom to allow to sailors sent in from foreign 
ports, to testify in cases of mutiny and difficulues 
at sea, these fees. ‘The general law does not allow 
witnesses’ fees to be paid until the subpena has 
been served. These witnesses were sent in, a 
portion of them from Rio Janeiro, and some of them 
from China. Under these circumstances, upon 
their reaching the portof New York they were sub- 
penaed, and they would, by law, be entitled to 
fees only from that time, which would evidently 
be unjust. 

The Committee on the Judiciary unanimously 
recommended the allowance to be made. 


The question was then taken on the amendment | 


of Mr. Kine, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON, under the instructions of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, offered the fol- 
lowing amendment to the clause in relation to the 
penitentiary of the District of Columbia: 

After the word “hundred”? insert “and sixty.’’ 

The clause will then read— 

ae support and maintenance of said penitentiary, 
$1,560.” 

The question was taken on the amendment, and 
it was agreed to. 

Mr. BOWIE moved to strike out the word 
‘‘ten,’’ in line nine hundred and three, and insert 
in lieu thereof the word *‘twenty.”’ 

The clause will then read as follows: 


‘lor the support, clothing, and medical treatment of in- 
sane paupers of the District of Columbia, at such places as 
the Secretary of the Interior may, in his discretion, deem 
proper, $20,000,’ 


Mr. B. said: The amount contained in this 


section, as reported from the Committee, is not | 


sufficient for the purposes for which it is intended, 


because heretofore the insane paupers of the Dis- | 


trict of Columbia have been treated at the insane 


hospital of Maryland, at the city of Baltimore, at || 


an average expenditure of $200 apiece. 


The superintendent of the hospital of Maryland || 
has given information to the health officers of this | 


city, that in consequence of the great increase of 


that class of patients in the State of Maryland, it | 


is impossible for him any longer to receive and 
treat the patients from this District. In conse- 


quence of this, it becomes necessary for the super- | 
intendent of the infirmary of the District to pro- | 
vide accommodations for the insane paupers of the | 


District, within the District. I am informed by 
him that it will be necessary to have a sum 
amounting to $20,000, in consequence of the in- 


creased expense, there being now no insane hos- | 
pital in the District, and there being a great in- | 


crease of that character of patients. He estimates 
that there are now atleast seventy-five persons of 
that class within the District, including those now 


| under treatment in the hospital at Baltimore, and 
| who will have to be returned to the District, and 
_ therefore he requests that this appropriation shall 
|| be granted for that purpose. 
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Mr. McLANAHAN. I have understood from 
the marshal of this District, that he had it in con- 
templation to make some arrangement with the 
director of the insane hospital of the city of Phila- 
delphia; but I am not informed sufficiently to say 
whether that arrangement has been entered into 
or not; but if it has been, there could be no better 
place for the insane of the District, and it is acces- 


| sible to Washington by railroad. 


Mr. BOWIE. I founded my motion upon in- 
formation given me by Dr. Miller, of this city. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Iam satisfied that there is 
no necessity for this amendment, and I am equally 
satisfied that it is not expected by citizens of this 
District, who seem, at least to me, to be interested 
in the subject. I do not mean to controvert what 
has been said by the gentleman from Maryland, 

[Mr. Bowir;] but those citizens who have talked 

with me upon this subject—and the marshal of the 
District is one—were satisfied with $10,000. That 
is all that was estimated for, and the committee 
have put that sum in the bill. Now,I am op- 
posed to raising the amount, and especially as no 
committee of the House has examined the subject, 
and said that such appropriation ought to be made. 
Mr. STANLY. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama [Mr. Hovsron] is altogether mistaken, 
Mr. HOUSTON. I am not mistaken in giving 
the facts I have stated. 
The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 
The question was then taken on the adoption of 
the amendment of Mr. Bowie, and it was not 
' agreed to. 

Mr. WALSH. I move to increase the appro- 
priation of the same clause $5,000. 

The facts stated by my colleague [Mr. Bowie] 
are perfectly correct. It is not a matter in which 
the people of the District are alone interested. 
This District is so convenient to Baltimore, that 
when the authorities are obliged to send these 
poor creatures away, they send them at once to 
the Maryland hospital at Baltimore; but they will 
not and cannot be now received there; and we 
cannot make an appropriation to erect an insane 
hospital here, or any other building, because there 
is no existing law authorizing the erection of such 
an institution. We must increase the amount of 
this appropriation, in view of the suggestion of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. McLan- 
AHAN,| for the expense of sending these insane 
persons from the District to Baltimore is compar- 
atively small. Now, they must go to other insti- 
tutions—they must be sent to Philadelphia, and 
perhaps some of them beyond, to places where 
you can find suitable institutions. This will re- 
quire an increased expenditure. Formerly you 
had only to make an appropriation to provide for 
taking care of them in the Maryland hospital, 
and to provide for the carrying of them thither; 
but now that state of things is atanend. This 
description of unfortunate individuals is so largely 
increased within the limits of Maryland that that 
State has not accommodations for its own insane; 
and it will be cruelty on the part of this committee 
if we leave these poor people without the means 
of being transported to New York, Philadelphia, 
or elsewhere, where institutions can be found for 
their reception. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I think the gentleman is 
mistaken again. The arrangement of which my 
| friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. McLanauan] has 
spoken, will be amply carried out with this ap- 
propriation, and the only additional expense— 
take the gentleman’s own statement—if we cannot 
get them provided for in Baltimore, will be their 
transportation from that point to Pennsylvania. 

This is the usual appropriation. It has hereto- 
fore been ample, and there has been no complaint 
on the subject. It does seem to me that, under 
the arrangement spoken of by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, this sum will be ample to meét all 
additional expense. 

Mr. WALSH. Doesthe gentleman knowhow 
| many insane persons from the District are in the 
| Maryland hospital ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not know. 
| Mr. WALSH. I undertake to say there are 
almost a sufficient number to exhaust this appro- 
priation. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Does the gentleman himself 
know how many there are? 
| Mr. WALSH. There are fifty; and at $200 
| apiece this whole appropriation will be exhausted. 
|| Mr. HOUSTON. I rely upon the incorrect- 
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ness of the gentleman’s position, from the fact that 
the officers who have this subject in charge dis- 
agree with him as totheamount. They have not 
asked us for any more, and when they made the 
estimates, and at the time this bill was being pre- 
pared, | presume they knew of the number of in- 
sane from the District in the Maryland hospital; 
and if so, why was not this subject of an insuffi- 
cient approprration brought to the attention of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, or to the atten- 
tion of some other committee, that it might be in- 
vestigated. 

The fact that they only estimated for $10,000; the 
fact that they have not called for an additional 
appropriation from any committee of this House; 
and the fact that they knew that this subject was 
before the Committee of Ways and Means, satisfy 
me conclusively that the gentlemen are mistaken, 
and that this appropriation is right. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Watsu, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. STANLY. I move to strike out the 
$10,000, and in lieu thereof to insert $19,000. If 
the committee precisely understood this question, 
there would not beasingle dissenting voice to theap- 
propriation. This bill was reported last February. 
The estimates were made at that time, and the 
Committee of Ways and Means acted upon the 
information then before it. There was published 
in the Intelligencer, a few days ago, a letter 
dated July 15th, 1852. It came from a very high 
and respectable source, and with the permission 
of the committee, I will read the following extract: 

“The General Government, with proper liberality, has 
for some years past allowed between six and seven thou- 
sand doNars for the support of these unfortunate persons, and, 
as above stated, the greater part of them are in Maryland 
hospital, near Baltimore. This institution is, however, so 
crowded, and the demand on the part of the insane who 
more properly belong to Maryland so great for admission, 
that it has been resolved by the managers of the above- 
named institution, to exclude for the future all such patients 
coming from the District of Columbia, notice having been 
given to the marshal to remove those now under care on or 
before the Ist of January, 1853. 

The number of insane has greatly increased with- 
in the last few years, and there are now between 
sixty and seventy to be provided for. How are 
they to be provided for? Congress must take 
care of them, or they will be turned at large upon 
the coiununity. They must be confined some- 
where. I havea variety of facts which I should 
be very glad to lay before the committee, but 
which it is impossible to do in my limited time of 
five minutes. I call attention to the following letter, 
from a highly respectable physician of this city: 

Wasuinoton, D. C., February 14, 1852. 

Sir: | find on a reperusal of mine of 24th ultimo, I omit- 
ted some very urgent and strong reasons upon the particular 
subject of the note—I mean the establishment of a lunatic 
asylum to be founded by the Government in the Metropolis 
of the Union. 

The practice and experience of the medical faculty here 
have demonstrated to them that a very large proportion of 
the insane in this District and city are either foreigners or 
non-residents—those, in short, who come to the seat of 
Government, some to prosecute claims, and others to pro- 
cure clerical or other employment. Among so many of 
this class, a large number must of necessity he disappointed ; 
and coming here with high expectations of success, when 
poverty, vexatious delays, and ‘‘ hope deferred’’ overtake 


them, it unfortunately happens that the reason of some be- | 


comes more orless deranged, and humanity requires all the 
relief which can be afforded. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THO. MILLER. 

There are about seventy at the hospital at Bal- 
timore from the District, instead of twenty-five or 
thirty, and there are about twenty or thirty at 
large in the community. What is to be done by 
$15,000, $20,000, or $30,000? We ought to thank 
God that we are able to relieve the distresses of 
one human being. I trust there will be some suit- 
able provision made until we can establish an in- 
sane hospital here. I hope there will be no ob- 
jection to my proposition. 

The question was put, and the amendment of 
Mr. Sranzy was agreed to. 

Mr. STANLY. | offer the following amend- 
ment. Iam afraid it will be ruled out of order, 
but I desire the subject brought to the attention of 
the committee: 

For the purchase of a site, and for the erection of a 
suitable building for the proper accommodation of insane 

rsons, $110,000; the site tv be selected, and the money to 

e expended under the direction of the President of the 


United States in the execution of such plans as he may 
adopt. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Is that amendment in order? 


It is for the purchase of a site and the erection of 


|| States of the Union b 
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a building. The universal practice has been that 


such amendments are not in order in this bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opir- 
ion that the amendment is not in order. 

The Clerk then read as follows: 

** For clerk hire, stationery, rent, fuel, and contingencies 
in the completion of the census of 1850, 50,000.” 

Mr. HEBARD. I wish to inquire of the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
whether, in the estimate for that $50,000, there is 
included the expenses of the Superintendent of the 
Census Board whilst in Europe? 

Mr. HOUSTON. The expenses of the Euro- 
ean tour of the Superintendent are not included 
rere. That is now a matter of contest before the 
Department, which I hope will always be decided 
against him. I have no particular fancy for the 
keeping in of this $50,000. The estimate of the 
Department was for $150,000, which the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means reduced to $50,000. As 
I have before said, I should not regret to see this 
$50,000 stricken out, and the census matter brought 
to its proper basis. 

Mr. HEBARD. I thank the gentleman for the 
information, which it was my intention to have 
placed before the committee. 

Mr. FICKLIN. I offer the following amend- 
ment to that section: 

Provided, That the salaries and emoluments of the Super 
intendent of the Census Board and the clerks employed in 
that service, shall cease from and after the first day of Sep 
tember next, and no portion of this fund shall under any 
pretext be paid to them for services rendered after that day ; 
nor shall any portion of it be used in paying for the publica 
tion, or preparing for publication, any history of the United 
States, or of the several States of the Union, now being 


prepared by the said Superintendent, or his clerks, or other 
employees. 


Mr. Chairman, in my opinion, the time has ar- 
rived in the prosecution of the taking and publica 
tion of the census, and the various subjects con- 
nected with it, when the Congress of the United 
States should know what is intended to be done. 
1 am not now prepared to state exactly what the 
making up of the census tables cost in 1840, but I 
have been told that it cost $37,000." | have been 
informed that the making up of the census for 1850, 
up to the present time, has cost over $200,000; and 
we are now told by the honorable chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, that $150,000 
additional have been asked for by the Department. 
That committee have only reported for the appro- 
priation of $50,000, and they report that, not be- 
cause they recommend it, but because the Census 
Board is in existence, and demands some appro- 
priation for the prosecution of its ordinary routine 
of business. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ifthe gentleman will allow 
me, I would suggest, if his object be to stop the 
progress of this thing, that he had better move to 
strike out the entire appropriation. On the first 
of this month, there was an available balance for 
their bureau purposes, of $70,000 in the Treasury. 

Mr. FICKLIN. I donot know which would 
be the better course. I propose to give them until 
the first of September to wind up their business, 
and to restrict all persons connected with this 
Census Bureau from making any contract with 
relation to the publication, or preparation for pub- 
lication, of histories of the several States of the 
Union. They have shown a specimen of that work 
to us. I think myself that book-making is not a part 
of the business of the Census Bureau. I wish to 
placea quietus upon their book-making. I desire to 
prevent them making contracts, involving this Gov- 
ernment in heavy, and almost countless expendi- 
tures. 

Mr. GENTRY. Ido not know whether the 
idea suggested by my honorable friend from IIli- 
nois be a practicable one or not, unless this Con- 
gress and this Government shall dispense with 
the matter of taking the census altogether ; and | 


| believe the Constitution positively enjoins that. If 


he is determined a book shall not be made, the 
| matter is atanend. How is the world to know 
anything about the taking of the census, unless 

ou publish the statistics, and facts contemplated 
be the taking of that census? 

Mr. FICKLIN. Ido not object to the publi- 
cation of statistical information of the enumera- 
tion of the inhabitants of this country; but I 
object to the making of histories of the several 
the $1,000 clerks. 
| Mr.GENTRY. That is achange of the issue. 
It is not that he objects to making the book, but 
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he insists upon prescribing what shall be the con 
tents of the book. That is always the question 
when a book is to be made. Ido not 
to say whether the plan of taki 
a wise one or not; but we all 


undertake 
¢ the census was 

that it was a 
perfectly comprehensive and all-em! one. 


Know 


racing 


[ am not prepared to ive y ynion as to 
whether this historical brane! f the business 
should be published or not. Ido not think this is 


| think 


the right place to deal with the ar 


it 1s questionable, if w ive made a plan of exe- 
euting this thir fr originally, whether would not 
be the worst econor vtot ’ ck now aad ro 
through with it agai If la sums have been 
expended, and if items ve been embraced in this 
report that it would ive bee better to have left 
out, now to stop and su publication of 
the book, involves the absolute waste of all of the 
money already expended We consider 
whether it is eco! omy to ] t vv, notwith 
standing there may be some \ ‘ y 
upon the presumption that there is much in it 
eminently valuable, h will be looked into 
those who shall in future days explore the events 
of this age,to study the char er ( ‘ le a 
this epoch of time, and to compat with the 
state of things which shall! exist when we shall | 
in eternity longer than Adam h een Laug 
ter. } 

Looking to this book very ht, lam under 
the belief that those who ! ve when | have 
been in eternity longer than Adam, would find 
a curious and interesting d rhe Re wed 
laughter. | I feel quite unw ng to suppress any- 
thing in it Let us send it down to posterity, and 
let it be forever, in all future es of me, one of 
the curiosities which atta to ur ular age 
Suppose we do end a few d ul 1 pub 
this thing, collected at so much trouble and oe 
it will not ruin this Government, nor be a ] 
burden upon posterity. ‘This wi ye an int 
ing document, and | am not sure | what 
history of the country } impor 
else. 

The question wa taken, al 1 the imendadmen 
was disagreed to. 

Mr. VENABLE. I move to strike out the 
amendment entirely, because | am informe bY 
the honorable chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means that they have already in then 
hands 470,000 with which to finish the work they 
were appointed todo. I believed, from the li 
cations in the early part of the session, that a pro 
jecthad been formed to keep this Board for another 
decade, and have them ready for the next cer 
[Laughter.] From the specimen which has been 
laid before us of the |} istory ol Mary ind im 
satisfied that if all the other histories which were t 


be arranged for the several States of the Union 


had no more merit than that spe 
a libel upon history, without posses 
terest of romance. 
Robinson Crusoe divided 
nexed to certain portions of the work, 
is really and decidedly better readin Laughter. | 
I voted for the amendment of my friend from Ili 
nois, [Mr. Fickus,] and that having failed, [am 
for striking out the $50,000, because I desire that 
this Census Board should come to The 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
tells us that they have $70,000 already in hand to 
pay all that has been done. 


men, tney 
ing the in 
| would soon myself nave 


into chapters and an 


pecause il 


an end. 


\ ‘cordu gr to the pro 
ject which has been presented to us, the « 


ensus of 
the United States will be in some seven or eight 
volumes, and [ do not suppose that one man i! 
fifty thousand would read the statistic 
be contained in them. 
those which the people really 
were published by order of this House, at 
of some ten or twelve cents aplece—co! tained all 
the information necessary and valuable to us 
The Senate, in looking over this matter, have 
agreed to reduce them down to a single volume, 
which will contain all that the people will read; 
and for this reason I am willing, at the suggestion 
of the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, to see the $50,000 stricken out: for I wish 
that this incubus in the shape of a Census Board 
to cease, and receive nothing further from the 
public Treasury 

Mr. CARTTER. iam opposed to this amend 
ment,and I am opposed to it, among other reasons, 
for this: that the gentlemen who are making an 
attack upon this Census Board, and the conduct of 


swhich wi 
The necessary statistics 
whict 


want, and 
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this Census Board,do not know exactly what they 
themselves are at. If they ask me to vote against 
»propriations for the production 
and publication of the census by ample and proper 
means, and for the payment of the Board, Super- 
and all, if they are necessary to that 
work, | can say to them I shall not do n with my 
vote. I voted for the taking of that census with 
the view of collecting the information which was 
sought by it, I shall vote for the publication of 
that information; and this talk about publishing 
books, or our want of authority to do it, will not 
intimidate me from doing it. I have heard it said 
throughout the different stages of the discussion 
upon the subject of the census, that the facts were 
not reliable. This was the talk at the time the 
census was ordered. They are the most reliable 
statistics, inmy judgment, that you can procure, 
and they are proc ured under higher sanctions of 
truth than any other class of statistical inform- 
ation that you cap obtain. 


continuing the a 


mtendent, 


That information has 
been obtained, and jt wants publication; and this 
talk, coming in just before the expiration of the 
labors of that bo: ard, appears to me totally unwise 
and wholly out of I hope the amendment 
will not be agreed to. 

Mr. FICKLIN. Thegentleman says that these 
abors are about to close. When, in the name of 
common sense, will they close ? 

Mr. CARTTER. When the work is done. 
{ Laughter. } 

The question was then taken on Mr. Ven- 
ABLE’s amendment, and it was not agreed to. 

The following clause of the bill was then read: 


season. 


‘For running and marking the boundary line between 
the United States and Mexico, under the treaty of Guada 
lupe Hidalge, $120,000.” 


Mr. DUNHAM. 


ment to that clause: 


1 offer the following amend- 


For arrearages incurred during the fiseal year ending the 
J0th of June, 185°, for running and marking the boundary 
line between the United States and Mexico, under the treaty 
of Guadalnpe Hidalgo, $25,000, 

I will make a brief explanation of this amend- 
ment, and before doing so, I ask that a letter from 
the Secretary of the Interior may be read. 

The letter was read by the C lerk, as follows: 
De PARTMENT OF rne INTERIOR, ; 
W asnHinGTon, August 6, 1852. § 

Sin: In reply to your better of the 3d instant, I have the 
honor to state the amount of claims, charges, or accounts 
property chargeable to the appropriation for running and 
marking the boundary line between the United States and 
Mexico, under the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, which are 
now on file in this Department, or of which f have any 
knowledge at present, is about $25,000. 

Lam, sir, With much respect, your obedient servant, 

ALEX. H. i. STU ART Secretary. 
Hon. Greorae 8. Houston, 
Chuirman Uomr.ittee Ways and Means, H. R. 

In the deficiency bill which passed a few weeks 
since, an appropriation was made which was 
thought to be sufficient to cover the expenses of the 
Ps ist year in running that boundarytine. It proves 

to be inadequate. ‘Therearec laims already filed in 

the Department equal to the amount whic h is pro- 
yosed by this amendment, $25,000. In this bill we 
lave an appropriation for the current year. ‘The 
Committee of Ways and Means reduced this 
amount as much as they thought it was safe to do 
for the expenses of the current year. It is there- 
fore necessary, In the opinion of the c ommittee, in 
order to pay these claims which are already due 
against the Government, that this amendment 
should be adopted. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Dunnam’s 
amendment, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. WCODWARD. | offer the following 
amendment: 

Provided, ‘That the boundary line between the two Re- 
publics, westward from the Rio Grande, shall be the one 
designated by the decreé of the Mexican Congress, organ 
izing the Staie of Chihuahua and the Department of New 
Mexico, and establishing the coterminous boundary be 
tween the same: that is to say, the line shall run due west 
from the village of Paso del Norte, leaving the said village 
and its proper jurisdiction to the State of Chihuahua of the 
Mexican Republic. 


Mr. CLEVELAND. 
order? 

The CHAIRMAN. In the opinion of the 
Chair the amendment is in order. Propositions 
similar to this were entertained upon the deficiency 
bill. 

Mr. CHANDLER. When the question of 


order was made at that time, the amendment was 
from the Senate. 


The CHAIRMAN, 


Is that amendment in 


The Chair has ruled the | 


amendment of the gentleman from South C 
|Mr. Woopwakrp| to be in order. 
Mr. WOODWARD. Mr. 


disinclined to 


arolina 


Chairman,] was 
embrace this occasion for introdu- 
cing the matter contained in my amendment. But 
no other occasion is likely to present itself, and | 
think it quite out of the question that so important 
a matier as the settlement of our boundary with 
Mexico should be conducted at the discretion of a 
single branch of the Government, when itis known 
that the policy of that Department is leading to 
a result contrary to what has been expected by 
the whole country, and, as | maintain, directly 
repugnant to the unequivocal language of our 
treaty with Mexico. Jt would be vain, however, 
in the few moments allowed me,to attempt an 
argument which it would take hours to do full 
justice to; and I shall be compelled to limit my- 
self to two or three points which lie at the bottom 
of the question, 

The grand error of the commissioners appoint- 
ed to ** mark’’ and ** designate’’ the line consists 
in their supposing that the map of Disturnell, 
named in the treaty, is the sole object of reference 
for the determination of the southern boundary of 
New Mexico. <A greater mistake than this could 
not be committed. The material and ultimate ref- 
erence is to the ** various aets of the Congress”’ 
of Mexico, organizing the Department ot New 
Mexico and the State of Chihuahua, and defining 
their boundaries by means of material marks on 
the earth’s surface. The map of Disturnell is re- 
ferred to as having been constructed in conformity 
with the new geographical arrangement under 
those acts or decrees. These decrees are older 
than the map of Disturneil. ‘They made no refer- 
ence to this map, or any map, but the map was 
constructed with reference to them, and aimed to 
give the latitude and longitude of points and lines 
already established by the decrees, and established 
with no reference to latitude or longitude. Dis- 
turnell, contemplating the coterminous boundary 
of Chihuahua and New Mexico, it being the 
northern boundary of the former and the south- 
ern boundary of the latter, predicates of it that 
it is of a certain latitude, and ni false predicate of 
the geographer Is ee by your commissioners 
as a substitute forthe line itself. For a period of 
time anterior to the making of the map, this line, 
authoritatively described and established, had ex- 
isted and been conformed to as the jurisdictional 
boundary between Chihuahua and New Mexico; 
and it was never imagined in Mexico that the 
false predicate of a geographer could shift the line. 
The whole period of the existence of the line as 
an ascertained and recognized boundary exte nded 
from 1824 to the date of the treaty, a period of 
about twenty-four years. During this whole pe- 
riod it was never supposed that the relative rights 
of Chihuahua and New Mexico depended upon 


the correctness of the astronomic demarkations of | 


Disturnell, made after the rights had vested. Dis- 
turnell adopted the longitudes and latitudes of 
Melish’s map, always suspected to be inexact, 
and shown to be so by Frémont five years before 
the treaty. Errors of longitude were found to be 
gross, 

If at any time previous to our conquest a dis- 
pute had arisen between Chihuahua and New 
Mexico as to the true position of this line, a prop- 
osition to settle the dispute by a reference to the 
attronomic determinations of Disturnell’s map 
would have been scouted and hooted at. And yet 
what were then the rights of New Mexico relative 
to Chihuahua are now the rights of the United 
States relative to the Mexican Republic. 1 affirm 
that the elements which would have determined 
such a dispute between Chihuahua and New Mex- 
ico are identically those which should now deter- 
mine the relative rights of the United States and 
Mexico. 

If gentlemen will but bear in mind that the de- 
crees of the Mexican Congress designating and 
establishing this boundary are older than the map 
of Disturnell, and that they make no reference to 
any maps whatever, or to astronomic indications, 
but wholly to visible marks on the earth, or to 
topographical conditions; and if they will remem- 
ber also, that the map of Disturnell aimed to con- 
form to those decrees, and was, in fact, guided by 
them, making, however, an erroneous astronomic 
predicate as to the earth-line prescribed by the de- 
crees, it seems to me that the whole truth of the case 
must flash upon their minds with resistless force. 
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I deny that the treaty refers to ‘the map, except 
by way of referring to the decrees in conformity 
with which the map was constructed. Butit may be 
asked, why refer to a mapatall? Ll answer, that 
when one nation transfers a domain to another, it 
is not unusual to make reference to some map, the 
best to be had, justas when an individual conveys 
a parcel of land reference is had to a plat. Bue 
all are agreed as to the proper use and effect of a 
plat in a question of boundary. Material marks, 
whether natural or artificial, control course and 
distance. Now, course, by means of a compass, 
and distance, by means of a chain, can be reduced 
to mathematical precision; and if natural marks 
can control two indications, each capable of such 
mathematical precision, how much more should 
they be admitted to control the result of astro- 
nomic observations for determining the relation 
between the center of the sun and a spot on the 
earth’s surface, the two points being more than 
ninety-six millions of miles apart? But in our 
treaty with Mexico there was a very special rea- 
son which made it indispensable to refer toa map, 
and this I shall proceed to explain. 

[t is a great mistake to assume that there isany 
contradiction between the map of Melish and that 
of Disturnel!l, and that the different demarkations 
set down by them indicate uncertainty as to the 
division of the country. There was uncertainty 
in some particulars, but the difference between 
Melish and Distarnell does not illustrate it. Two 
systems of geography have existed in Mexico. 
One prevailed while it was subject to the Spanish 
monarchy, the other was established by the Con- 
cress of Mexico after the country had become an 
independent Republic. The maps of Melish and 
others were designed to represent one of these sys- 
tems, that of Disturnell the other. In establishing 
the new system, the Mexican Congress aimed to 
divide the country into districts, suitable, in point 
of form and size, for new States; and the lines and 
jimensions indicated by Melish were, in a great 
measure, disregarded. The New Mexico of 
Humboldt and Mélish was a very different thing 
from the New Mexico of Disturnell. The south- 
ern boundary of the New Mexico of Melish set 
out at the village of Paso del Norte, but so as to 
throw that village on the side of New Mexico. 
Running thence in a southwesterly direction, it 
took in a large portion of what is now the State of 
Chihuahua. At a certain point it turned in a 
northerly direction, pursuing the eastern base of 
the Annahuac range of mountains, throwing those 
mountains on the side of California. Thesouthern 
boundary of the New Mexico of Disturnell also 
set out at the village of Paso del Norte, but in 
such manner as to place that village on the side of 
Chihuahua. Running due west, it crossed the 
Annahuae range, and terminated at the western 
base; and thence pursued the western base in a 
northerly direction, taking in, as part of New 
Mexico, the Annahuac mountains, which before 
had been excluded. 

Now, itis a fact, and a very remarkable fact, 
that in regard tothe disputed portion of the bound- 
ary, the authors of the treaty purposely declined 
to prescribe an arbitrary, unknown line, and did 
expressly select and adopt a line already known 
to history and science. But, as has just been 
shown, there were more lines than one known to 
history and science; and all will, therefore, at once 
perceive how important it was that the treaty 
should declare which one was contemplated, and 
so the treaty does, in the following explicit terms: 


** The southern and western timits of New Mexico, men- 
tioned in this article, are those laid down in the map enti- 
tled * Map of the United Mexican States,’ as organized and 
ei by various acts of the Congress of said Republic,’’ 

e. 

Disturnell adopted the latitudes and longitudes 
of the old map, and errors in these particulars can 
no more disadjust the Mexican States as organized 
and defined by the acts of Congress of that Re- 
public, than the discovery of error in the astro- 
nomic determination of the United States could 
change the lines that now separate the several 
States. 

The importance of making reference to the map 
in the manner done in the treaty, will appear by 
recurring to the annexation of Texas. Texas, as 
a division of the Spanish possessions, was a very 
different thing from Texas, as a department of 
the Mexican Republic. The Republic of Texas 
bore the same relation to the old Spanish territory 
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of that name that the State of Louisiana bears, 
retrospectively, to the old French province of that 
name. And, in seceding from the Mexican con- 
federacy, she was clearly entitled to no other limits 
than those which had been assigned her as a de- 
partment, adding whatever she had acquired by 
conquest. When the resolutions of annexation 
were under discussion in the Senate, Colonel Ben- 
ton urged the importance of settling, beforehand, 
«which Texas ”’ we proposed to admit—that of 
Humboldt or that of Disturnell. But as 'Texas 
claimed, by a sort of constructive conquest, to be 
enlarged to the old Spanish limits, and as it was 
the well-known policy of our Government, by fair 
means, to extinguish the Mexican title east of the 
Rio Grande, Colonel Benton’s proposition was not 
much regarded. It so turned out, however, that 
we got into a war with Mexico, the disputed 
boundary being the cause or the pretext; I do not 
say which. 

This simple statement will forcibly suggest why 
a proper precaution was used in annexing New 
Mexico, and will also make it apparent that the 
map of Disturnell was referred to, not to give pre- 
cision to boundaries, but to identify the New 
Mexico contemplated by the treaty. 

As to the western boundary of New Mexico, 
if there be no marks by which a definite line can 
be fixed upon, there are certainly topographical 
conditions alluded to in the treaty that would en- 
able us to find an approximate line. By reading 
the treaty, it will appear that its authors expected 
this boundary to cut the head-waters of the Gila; 
they considered it, therefore, as lying considera- 
bly west of the Annahuac ridge. But suppose 
there be no marks whatever, then course and dis- 
tance from the initial point must govern. 

[ am aware, Mr. Chairman, that my amend- 
ment, though in order, is hardly appropriate to 
the occasion; but I felt bound to embrace the op- 
portunity of expressing my sense of the unwar- 
rantable conduct of your commissioners. 

Mr. BROOKS. I rise to oppose the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from South Carolina; but 
before doing so I desire to ask the Chair whether 
what I now send to the Clerk’s desk is in order 
as an amendment to the amendment? 

The Clerk read the proposed amendment to the 
amendment, as follows: 





And that negotiations be entered into with Great Britain 
for altering the treaty of 1783, as to the boundary lines be- 
tween the United States, New Brunswick, and the Can- 
adas. 


The CHAIRMAN. 
that it is in order. 
Mr. BROOKS. I did not suppose that it was 
strictly in order, nor no I suppose that this change 
of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, as proposed 
by the gentleman from South Carolina, is in 
order. Itis now the 7th of August. The civil 
and diplomatic bill is up and under the five 
minutes rule, and we are now asked to enter into 
the establishment of a boundary line between the 
United States and Mexico—a subject upon which 
commissioners have been appointed by the United 
States and Mexico, and which it is impossible 
for any man in this House to comprehend with- 
out a pretty good knowledge of astronomy, a fair 
study of it, and a pretty full examination of Amer- 
ican and Mexican geography, and of the old 
Spanish history of Mexico. The gentleman from 
South Carolina asks us now, at this period of the 
dog-days, to enter into this discussion, and settle 
what are the boundary lines between the United 
States and Mexico, when we have appointed 
commissioners, and by the treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo, left to them, as the gentleman confesses, 
the designation of those lines. Now, I say that, 
in the first place, this is an improper time to settle 
such a question; in the second place, that if it 
was the proper time, we could not do it in five 
minutes’ discussion; and in the third place, that we 
have not the power to doit. The treaty, as I 
said when this subject was up before, settles that 
uestion, and as that treaty is, so this House must 
follow. I need hardly enlarge upon the argument 
that I made then. It strikes me, that no more 
inappropriate time, and no more inappropriate 
place could be selected for the discussion of this 
subject; and if it is to go on, there will be no end 
to the civil and diplomatic bill, for it involves 
reat and serious questions. We who hope to 
Geet the discussions on this bill to aclose to-day, 
shall hardly be able to do it, but shall be under the 


The Chair does not think 
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necessity of devoting the Sabbath to the profound 


studies which I have suggested for the considera- 
tion of members, in order to be here on Monday 
morning prepared for a proper investigation of 
this very complicated subject. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Woopn- 


| WARD’s amendment, and it was rejected. 


Mr. HOWARD offered the following amend- 
ment: 


Provided, That the initial point on the Rio Grande, of 


| the boundary between the United States and Mexico, shall 


not be fixed north of the point laid down on the map ac 
companying the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, and made a 
part thereot, and shall thenee run westwardly along the 
whole southern boundary of New Mexico, as provided by 
said treaty and map; and from the west end of said line to 
a branch of the Gila river as prescribed by said treaty. 


Mr. H. said: That amendment provides that 
we shall adhere to the treaty. It is substantially 
the provision offered by the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Brooxs] when this subject was before 
the House some days ago. In my estimation, 
the position which he then took was true, that 
wherever the treaty fixed the boundary, there it 

yas, and it was notin the power of the Executive 
officers of this Government to change that bound- 
ary; and it is forthe simple and clear reason that 
to those officers is given only power to mark and 
to ascertain the boundary, and designate it. That 
is the language of the treaty. Now, I desire to 
know if it is the intention of gehtlemen upon the 
other side of the House to give up thirty-four miles 
of territory there, in the direct face of the treaty? 


| Why are they not willing to say that the treaty 


| Texas as to where the true line is. 


shall be adhered to, and that the line of it shall in 
no place,and in no particular be departed from ? 
It strikes meas extraordinary that there should be 
any resistance to a proposition of this sort, when 
it is clear that the Government ought to stand by 
the treaty, to adhere to the treaty, and to fix the 
line as the treaty has fixed it, whatever may be 
the malpractices of the officers who have under- 
taken to disturb the treaty boundary and to fix it 
differently. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I coneur fully 
with the gentleman from Texas in the general po- 
sition that he assumes—that we should surrender 
no portion of the territory embraced in the treaty. 
The whole difficulty, as I understand it, rrows 
out of the question where the boundary line is. 
Now, I believe | agree with the gentleman from 
I do not think 
we disagree at all about that. 

Mr. HOWARD. I do not say in this amend- 
ment where it is. I only say that they shall ad- 
here to the treaty, 

Mr. STEPHENS. Well, I should have no 
objection to put that in the bill, if it would do any 
good; but I see no good that it can possibly ac- 
complish. : 


Mr. CARTTER. 


I ask the gentleman if we 


| have not declared that once already this session ? 


Mr.STEPHENS. Yes; we have already done 
it, and therefore I am opposed to this amendment, 
and hope the committee will vote it down. We 
have already affirmed the principle. I do not be- 


| lieve, however, that the House can accomplish 


| some such declaration as I propose. 


| sent there for. 


anything, either in extending the line to any par- 
ticular point that | might think right, or in ex- 
tending it to that which gentlemen who differ with 
me may think right. 

Mr. HOWARD. I will state the difficulty we 
shall be in, if we vote this appropriation without 
This is a 
new and distinct appropriation of $25,000 for run- 
ning and marking the boundary line between the 
United States and Mexico; and if we do not qual- 
ify this appropriation as we did the other, the 
officers will claim it as a ratification of the line 
which they have run. 

Mr. STEPHENS. The officers have already 
past that point, as I understand it. 

Mr. HOWARD. No, sir; at the last advices 
the matter was still in dispute. It was not signed 
by the surveyor, whose signature is necessary. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I donotthink any expres- 


sion of opinion on the part of this House can have 


any influence at all upon these commissioners. | 
They were sent there to ascertain the true line 


according to the treaty. That is what they were 
That is their commission. They 


| may differ from us as to what is the true line, but 


! 


any expression of opinion we may utter here upon 
the subject, will not control them. The treaty | 
itself provides for the manner in which that line | 
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A map is appended to the 
treaty, and made a part of it, and nothing that we 
can do here will control the action of the commis 
sioners. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Will the gentleman allow 


me to state, in this connection, that this appropri 


shall be ascertained, 


ation of $25,000 is not a new appropriation for the 
current year, but that 
for work already done 

Mr. STEPHENS. I repea 


it is entirely unnecessaryt 


it is for a deficiency, and 


t again that I think 
omake any such amend- 
ment as this to the I wi! { 


i etain the 
L hope tl 
ope th 


} 
inotg com- 


mittee longer. 
down. 


imendment will be voted 


The question was th: 


n taken upon Mr. How 
id it 
moved to strike 
nine hundred 


in leu thereot, so as 


arnp’s amendment, ar 
Mr. CARTTER 

** five,’’ in line 

insert ** twelve”’ 


was rejected. 
‘er 


he word 
even, and 


ou 
and ( to 
to make the 
clause read as follows: 


For compensat the librarian of the Pate 


m of 


twelve hundred dollars. 

Mr. © At the of the Commis 
sioner of Patents, and a concurrence of judgment 
on the part of the Committee on Patents, I have 
been instructed by that olfér an 
amendment, to change that appropriation from 
five to twelve hundred dollars. The 
is to elevate the character of the librarian 


t Of 


said: request 


committee to 


object of u 
It is 
ascertained that he may be a useful officer, to aid 
in the examinations that 
to patent J - 

Mr. DUNHAM. You propose, then, to make 
it a separate and distinct office 

Mr. CARTTER. It is 
distinct office. 

Mr. DUNHAM. TIunderstand that the duties 
of librarian are performed by another offic er. 

Mr. CARTTER. 
librarian $1,200 a year. 
the patent fund: it is not taken from the general 


' 
are going on in relation 


vready a separate and 


Vell, 1 propose to give the 
pro] 


lt is an ap yropriation of 


the re 
quest of the chief of the bureau, and [ hope it will 
be agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means omitted to say out of what fund this 
money should be paid, ‘| suppose the chairman 
of the on Patents will allow me to 
offer this amendment, to come in at the e id of 
line nine hundred and eleven: ‘* To be paid out of 
the patent fund.’’ 

Mr. CARTTER. I will accept that as a part of 
my amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee on Patents 
have charge of that particular fund, and the rais- 
ing of this salary is a matter that the Committee 
of Ways and Means have not looked into. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I rise 
pose that amendment, because the sum is not large 
enough; by which |] mean to say, that while I 
shall vote for the amendment—— 

Mr. CARTTER. Will the gentleman allow me 
to state to him that it is the sum suggested by the 
Commissioner of Patents? 

Mr. STANTON. Well, then, I 
must submit to it, although I consider the sum too 
small. 

The question was then takenon Mr. Cartrer’s 
amendment as modified, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. VENABLE offered the following amend 
ment: 

For the purpose of erecting a pedestal on Lafayett 
Square, for the equestrian statue of Andrew Jackson, on 
such planas may be approved by the artist of that work, 
#5,000. 

Mr. V. said: The equestrian statue of General 
Jackson, which is being erected in this city, un- 
derstand is now completed, and asuitable pedestal 
ought to be provided for it. I have lately seen it 
myself, and it is not only creditable to the artist, 
but it is a magnificent work. I hope there will be 
no difficulty in making the appropriation necessary 
for the erection of a pedestal. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. HOUSTON, under instructions of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, offered the following 
amendment: 

For freight and transportation of the group of statuary 
contracted for with Horatio Greenough, from Leghorn to 
Washington, and for placing it upon a pedestal in front of 
the eastern portico of the Capitol, a sum not exceeding 
$7,000. 

Mr. H. said: I have here a letter from the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury showing that it is now 
ready. 


Treasury. The amendment is offered at 


Committee 


to op- 


suppose I 
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The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. HOUSTON, under instructions of the same 
committee, offered the following amendment: 

l'o make good the interest on the investment of stocks 
of the State of Arkansas, held in trust by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, to be reimbursed out of the interest when col 
lected, $5,400 

Mr. H. said: The amendment explains itself. 
| have nothing to say, unless the committee wish 
explanation. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HOUSTON, under instructions of the same 
committee, offered the following amendment: 

For the construction and equipment of not less than 
ix revenue cutters, the sum of $90,000, the same sum to 


be expended under the direction of the Secretary of the 
i reasur, 


Mr. TH. said: [do not care about making any 
explanation of this, unless the committee wish It. 
‘The amendment was adopted, 


Mr. HOUSTON, under instructions of the same 
ommittee, offered the following amendment: 

For the re demption of seventeen loan otice certificates, 
» 6595, 6896, 6297, GAYK, 6299, GYO0, H9O1, 
8008, DI7T5S, 92R7, DIRS, 9893, 9294, and 12333, which have 
been presented at the Treasury, at the specie value, and 
with interest, as computed by the Register of the Treasury 
Provided, Satisfactory evidence be produced to the Secre 
tary of the Treasury, that the persons who have presented 
the same certificate for payment are the bona fide holders 
of the same, 84,175 42 


jumbered 158, 31 


‘The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, offered the follow- 
ne iumendment: 

For purchase and payment of the building at the corner 
of F street north and Seventeenth street west, in the city of 
Washington, held by William H. Winder, and now in the 
occupancy of the United States, 200,001: Provided, Said 
Wilham H. Winder shall make to the United Stat 
ind sufficient tite in fee-simple with general warranty, 
free from atl liens and incumbrances to said building and 
premises on which the same is situated; such title to be 
approved and accepted by the Attorney General and the 
‘acretary of the Treasury before payment 
Mr. J. said: This is the same amendment, with 
ie exception of the addition of the sum of one 
dollar, as that yesterday offered by the gentleman 
from Indiana, [Mr. Dunnam,] under the unani- 
moug instructions of the Committee of Ways and 
Means. Iam induced again to offer it, from con- 

ersation | have had this morning with some cen 
leman, who expressed their opinions more favor- 
ably to it than they did on yesterday. I hope the 
amendment may be adopted. It will be economy 
for the Government to purchase the building and 
payment of rent 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I move to amend 
the amendment by striking outone dollar. I take 
that my views have under- 
gone a change upon the propriety of purchasing 
this building by the Government at this time. I 
am satisfied that this building will have to so into 
market. Iam told that some private reasons in- 
duced gentlemen who were in possession of the 


sa good 


i 
ton tne 


this occasion to say 


facts, from withholding this statement on yester- 
day. But itis told to me that this building will 
have to zo into market, and I am satisfied that it 
will atan early day. ‘The man who now owns it 
cannot continue to hold it. Then the question 
arises, if this building is to be exposed for sale, 
you have got to go into market and compete with 
other bidders, and if some private individual pur- 
chases it ata less price, you cannot continue to 
occupy it without his consent, and you may be 
turned out. ; ; 

There are other views connected with this case, 
of which | was not aware on yesterday, of the in- 
ducements which were held out to Mr. Winder to 
put up this building, by Secretaries who had no 
power to contract, but who stood in need of such 
a building. I am satisfied, from an investization 
of this matter since yesterday, which | had never 
given it before, that the building cost Mr. Winder 
more than $200,000. For these reasons I hope 
the committee will reconsider their vote of yester- 
day in relation to this matter, and pass th: amend- 
ment. 

Mr. GENTRY. 
ment of the gentleman from Georgia. I prefer the 
original amendment of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. Jones.] My attention has been in- 
vited to the fact, by the friends of the individual 
interested, who say that from circumstances con- 
nected with the erection of this building great in- 
justice was likely to be done Mr. Winder, and 
they believe that if I were disposed to look into 


[ am opposed to the amend- | 


this matter as a just man disposed to do right, I 
could not fail to come to the conclusion that he 
was entitled to some consideration by this Con- 
gress. I have looked into it, and I believe we 
ought to purchase his building. The reasons which 
induced the gentleman, or, at least, some of them 
who voted against this amendment yesterday 

Mr. McMULLIN. Will the gentleman allow 
me to ask one question ? 

Mr. GENTRY. I cannot yield. 

Mr. MceMULLIN. Then ! 
to order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is not aware 
that he has departed from the rules of order. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I think the gentleman is 
advocating the amendment of the gentleman from 
Georgia, |Mr. Streruens. | 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Geor- 
gia moved to strike out of the amendment of the 
rentleman from Tennessee, one dollar, so as to 
make the appropriation $200,000. The gentleman 
is opposing that amendment. 

Mr. GENTRY. I hope the gentleman does 
not think that it was from any feeling of discour- 
tesy that I declined to yield the floor. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Oh, certainly not. 

Mr. GENTRY. The pet idea of gentlemen 





call the gentleman | 
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who opposed this amendment is for the Govern- | 


ment to build offices upon a large scale for its own 


use. Now, I say to those gentlemen that it is pal- | 


pable to my mind that it will inflict a serious in- 
jury, not to say an absolute wrong, upon Mr. Win- 
der, who, as was stated by the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Bayry,] was induced to erect this 
building for the use of the Government. 
the Government were to erect buildings for its own 
use, so as to supersede the use of this, and thus 
leave itupon Mr. Winder’s hands, he will be un- 
able to rentit. As to the policy of the Govern- 
ment renting this building permanently, no argu- 
ment will be necessary to convince any gentleman 
that it isnot the true policy of the Government, 
for in afew years you pay more money in rent 
than is needed for the Government to build its own 
offices. But this edifice was built by individual 
enterprise, with the encouragement upon the part 
of certain officers of this Government that it should 
be used by the Government for public offices. It 
has been so used, and I think it cannot be dis- 
pensed with, unless you build some other in lieu 
of it. Now, every principle of justice, it seems to 
me, requires that the Government should purchase 
Mr. Winder’s building, and pay him a fair price 
for it. IL hope the House is not prepared to inflict 
so immense an injury as I am convinced they 
would inflict upon Mr. Winder by refusing to pur- 
chase the building. There is no just man, in my 
opinion, who will make himself acquainted with the 


Now, if 


facts, who will not believe that it is right to adopt | 


this amendment. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 
amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not, at this time. 
The gentleman can speak in opposition to the 
amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
Jones,] if he desires. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 
to the amendment of the gentleman from Tennes- 
see, and I will confine my remarks to that amend- 
ment. While I have as much confidence in the 
judgment of the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
Gentry] as I have in the judgment of most men, 
yet like him my attention has been called to the 
investigation of this subject. 1 was there and ex- 
amined this building myself, and if the gentleman 
from Tennessee, and those who now advocate the 
passage of this amendment, will go and examine 
for themselves, they will find from the time they 
leave the avenue that very large cracks are dis- 
tinectly visible in the whole building. If you will 
enter it and turn to the right, you will find upon 
examination that the bottom floor has given way 
in different places. My attention was called to 
that fact this morning by one of the officers of the 
Government. 

Now, sir, I ask the gentleman from Tennessee, 
and my colleague, [Mr. Bayty,] who traveled 
out of his way, as it seemed to me, on yesterday 


Is it in order to offer an 


Well, sir, I am api 


to attack my views upon this question, by what | 


authority this Government can be compelled to 
purchase this building because of any understand- 
ing which may have been entered into, without 


authority, upon the part of an officer of this Gov- | 


ernment with Mr. Winder? I ask what right 
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Secretary Marcy, or Secretary Walker, or Secre- 
tary anybody else have to enter into any such ar- 
rangement ? 

But I want to call the attention of this commit- 
tee to another fact. It has been stated that this 
building ought to be purchased upon the ground of 
economy. I beg gentlemen to remember that when 
this building was erected, according to the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Sranron,] the iron 
alone cost $60,000. Now, I tell that gentleman 
that the same quantity of iron could be purchased 
to-day for ;$30,000. Mr. Winder himself will 
admit that the price of iron has fallen one half 
since the time of the building of this edifice. But 
leaving this objection out of view, the building is 
out of place. The Government need a building 
near the Patent Office, or near the General Post 
Office, or in some place more convenient. 

Go and ask many of the officers who occupy 
that building, and they will tell you that they have 
repeatedly, and upon different occasions, left the 
building for fear it would fall. 

Sir, we have the reports of architects in this city 
—the architect Mills, and somebody else—in re 
lation to this building, but if gentlemen will go and 
examine that building for themselves before they 
vote for this appropriation, and if they possess 
the judgment which I am willing to accord to them, 
they will be bound to come to the conclusion that 
the building is not safe. 

But why, I ask, press this matter with such 
hot haste, when the Committee on Public Build- 
ings recommend the purchase of this building for 
$280,000, but the economical Committee of Ways 
and Means have agreed to recommend, and have 
recommended the purchase for $200,000? Now, 
sir, gentlemen mah not tell me that there is dan- 
ger that this building will go into the hands of 
speculators, and that the Government will have 
more to pay for it than they do now. There is 
no danger of that sort. Let the speculator, who- 
ever he may be, purchase it, and he will be quite 
as ready to rent it to the Government as the Gov- 
ernment will be to lease it. I must express my 
surprise, as well as my regret, that the Committee 
of Ways and Means, who have been right upon 
most questions, should have thought proper to 
recommend the purchase of this building. 

The question was then taken upon the adoption 
of the amendment offered by Mr. Srernens to 
the amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, moved to strike 
out $50,000, leaving the amount at $150,000. 

Mr. J. said: I know, Mr. Chairman, that when 
an amendment is proposed to a bill like this—the 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill—by the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
or by any one of the members of that committee, 
which amendment is indorsed by the committee, 
that the character of that committee has con- 
siderable influence before this House. But yet | 
think this committee ought to act and think for 
itself. It is true the recommendation of that com- 
mittee should have great weight, and be entitled 
to consideration from this committee. But not- 
withstanding that committee makes a recommend- 
ation upon this occasion, I beg leave to dissent, 
and oppose the purchase of that building; and 
even if it be purchased, I think it ought to be ob- 
tained for a less amount than is proposed by the 
committee. The argument is presented here that 
if the Government fail to purchase this building 
at the present time, that it must go under the 
hammer, and if the Government fails to become 
the purchaser, it must pass into the hands of an 
individual, who will exact a high and extravagant 
rent from the Government for its use. 

Now, let me ask this committee, and ask them 
as practical men, what is that building worth to 
anybody except the Government? Have they 
any use for it? Can they appropriate it to any 
purpose? The Government isthe only purchaser 
they have, and if they cannot sell it to the Gov- 
ernment they cannot sell it at all, unless they sell it 
at rates ruinous to a great extent. The Govern- 
ment is the only purchaser they will find, even if 
they place it under the hammer to be sold to the 
highest bidder. 

But when we come to examine this matter a 
little further, we see there is a struggle between a 
set of brokers—a set of Shylocks—in this city. 
This individual, they say, has been engaged by 


| Government officers to construct this building, and 


consequently the Government ought to purchase 
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it. Now, if weare to sanction and indorse every 
encouragement a Secretary of the Treasury or of 
War, may give to an individual, where would be 
the end of it? 

If this individual has been encouraged to build 
a house, and he fails to realize the profits he ex- 
nected, are we on thataccountto pay forit? I[t is 
1is own fault. If we are to purchase this build- 
ing because some Government officer has given 
encouragement to build it, why, here is Corcoran 
& Riggs’s building, occupied by the Secretary of 
the Interior, which we must purchase, because, as 
it will be said, some officer of the Government has 
encouraged Corcoran & Riggs to expend a large 
amount in that building. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I would say 
that the building of Corcoran & Riggs is not fire- 
proof, and no one would recommend the purchase 
of such a building. 

Mr. JOHNSON. What do they care whether 
it is fire-proof or not, if the Government will buy 
it? If the building is safe, and everything secure, 
they will say it will answer the purpose of the 
Government as well as any other. 

Mr. MEADE. I am opposed to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
Jounson,} and in advocating the original proposi- 
tion, I will take occasion to allude to the remarks 
of my colleague [Mr. McMutuyy] in the course 
of his speech. 

This is a question, sir, addressed to us as the 
guardians of the interests of the country, and as 
such, it is purely one of dollars and cents. This 
building is offered to us at $200,000, which will 
yield, at six per cent., $12,000 per annum. We 
are now paying for the rent of this building, the 
interest upon more than $300,000, if | am correct- 
ly informed. We are occupying that building 
with our offices, and if we did not want it, we 
should not be occupying it at this time. There- 
fore it is necessary; and if we do not rent it, it 
will be necessary to build one like it. And the 
question is, if we build one sufficient to accom- 
modate the offices now occupying it, can we build 
one that will reflect credit upon the Government, 
for as small a sum? 

Mr. Chairman, when it is considered that all 
our public buildings are constructed upon the fire- 
proof plan, with either marble or granite, and that 
they are built at the Government contract price, 
and when we know that thestone, after being carved 
three feet by two, requires about twelve or fifteen 
men to draw it upon a barrow some fifty or a hun- 
dred yards, at a pace of some ten miles the min- 
ute [laughter]|—I know I am speaking hyperbol- 
ically, [laughter,] but every one who hears me, 
knows to what I allude—and when we see the pro- 
cess by which our buildings go up, and the way 
in which the Government is treated in one way or 
the other, by the contractors, or by those who are 
under the contractors, [ am justified in drawing the 
inference that a building like that would cost us 
from $300,000 to $400,000. We all know that a 
private individual, in building for himself a house 
such as would cost the Government $400,000, 
would build it for not much more than one half of 
that amount. 

If that building were put up to the highest 
bidder, and there were capitalists present who 
were desirous of investing $300,000, they would 
jump at the opportunity of buying this house with 
the view of renting it at six per cent. upon the 
purchase. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, | contend, as a matter of 
economy, that it is our policy to give $200,000 for 
a building for which we are paying $18,000 per 
annum. 

A Voice. Twenty-one thousand dollars. 

Mr. MEADE I choose to say $18,000, be- 
cause we will have to pay insurance, &c. I would 
ask my colleague [Mr. McMutuysy} if he has de- 
voted any portion of his time to architecture? 

Mr. McMULLIN. As much asmy colleague. 
[Laughter. } 

Mr. MEADE. I have been informed that this 
House is built as substantially, as safely, and as 
much fire-proof, as any that the Government has 
put up in thecity. We must buy this building 
or build another; and I do not believe we can 
build another of the very same materials and of 
the same dimensions for less than $300,000. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon the 
amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
(Mr. Jounson.] 
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— 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. As this is a 
test question, and I suppose our minds are made 
up, | call for tellers. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I suggest to my 
colleague [Mr. Jounson] the propriety of modi- 
fying his amendment, by moving to strike out the 
** $200,000’’ instead of ** $50,000,°’ and that will 
bring us to a test vote. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I will so modify my amend- 
ment. ia I 

Tellers were then called for and ordered; and 
Messrs. Lanpry and Harr were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers report 
ed—ayes 69, noes 59. 

So the amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the 
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jounson] having 
prevailed, ** $200,000” is stricken out, and $1 re- 
mains. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I 
strike out ‘*$1,’’ and in lieu thereof 
$225,000. 

Mr. HEBARD. The question was to appro 
priate ** $200,001.’" That was amended by strik- 
ing out ** $200,000.’ Now, I submit whether it 
is in order to amend by inserting another sum ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides, that 
although the motion to strike out prevailed, it i 
still in order to amend the pending proposition. 

Mr. STANTON. I move to insert, then, 
$200,002. 


yropose to 


to insert 


It is well understood that the Govern 
ment is now paying $21,000 annually as rent fo: 
this building. Some gentlemen say that that is 
too much, but I wish those gentlemen to under 
stand that the proprietor of this building, so far 
as the rent is concerned, has the Government in 
his power; or, in other words, there is such a de 
mand for the building that it is worth the rent the 
Government pays. He has a lease for five year: 
at that rate, and there is no other building whi 
can be rented suitable for the purposes of the Goy 
ernment for that or any larger sum, because ther: 
is no other fire-proof building in the city. The 
Government is obliged to pay that rent for five 
years—and I maintain for ten years—for this 
building, because this is the only suitable building 
that can be rented in the city. ‘Twenty-one thou- 
sand dollars is the interest on $350,000. Then, 
as has been repeatedly argued, upon the matter of 
dollars and cents, it is proper economy on the part 
of the Government to purchase the building at 
$200,000. Again, sir, maintain the proposition, 
and | appeal to members upon the Committee of 
Public Buildings, that there is not a public build- 
ing in this city affording the same amount of room 
as this, any more convenient, any more secure 
from fire, any more substantial in all of its p: 
and proportions, that has not cost three times as 
much; and I maintain that if ever the Govern- 
ment will put up a building affording the same 
convenience, and equally secure, that it will cost 
three times as much as this one. Any building 
you may put up to supply the place of that will 
cost at least $600,000. ‘This is all that it is neces- 
sary for meto say. The Government may pur 
chase this, or it may not; but it is obliged to use 
it, and it will pay $200,000 over again before it 
can furnish a building for its own use. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I understand 
the proposition now to be to insert, in almost its 
precise terms, the original amendment. Itisalways 
the habit in the House, when there is a specula- 
tion upon hand 

Mr. STANTON. This is a speculation on the 
part of the Government. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I understand that. The 
Government always speculates very largel y—over 
the left shoulder. [Laughter.} When it is in- 
tended to practice a speculation, not to say a fraud, 
upon the Government, you can find, on the part 
of many of this committee, a disposition to get 
up a panic, that if you do not do so and so, some 
enormous event is to happen hereafter. If the 
Government does not now give $200,000 for this 
Winder’s Building, it will be compelled to erect 
another at a cost of $600,000! It will be better 
for the Government to pay $20,000 or $21,000 per 
annum for this building as long as it stands, than 
even to purchase it at $200,000. What will the 
repairs, the heating, and the taxes upon that build- 
ing cost? Will it not be more than ten percent. ? 
Does not everybody know it? And we have the 
chance of its falling down half a dozen times in 


irts 
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the course of twenty years. How are we to 


pre- 


vent the roof from being blown off? When tem- 
porary buildings all around it resisted the elements, 
and stood firm, this same fire-proof building, 
which cannot resist the slight squall, had its 
roof blown across the street The Government 


is to be involved tn rreat danger, unless it pays 
$200 000 





for that building—is it You had better 
pay $21,000 a year for that structure than for its 
repairs. Suppose he has a lease upon the Gov 
ernment for five years, at a rent of $21,000 a year 
he is bound to keep the | ling in repair, and 
pay taxes upon it Che Government is making 
money by not owning the building If it falls 
down, the loss is the individual’s, It is a rickety 
structure: and when a wind comes up, every clerk 
and head of a bureau is out in the street, expect- 
ing the building to fall i This we know to be 
so. And my colleague to talk about economy and 
retrenchment! Ido not think he knows how to 
make that kind of ficures: for | havenever known 
a proposition comu before the House for an in 
rease of expenditures, and encouraging prodi 
gality and wastet extravagance of the publi 
money, that | ave not seen my colleague with 
due deference to him ipon that side of th ques 
tion. Laughter.] I think the Government would 
make money even to pay fifteen pe r on the 
cost of this building 
Mr. STANTON Such acharee a the wentle 
man has made ought to be substantiated by facts 
I pronounce it without foundation in fact 
Mr JOHNSON, | refer to the history of the 


country for facts, and | hallenge the gentleman 


to repudiate 


ded and orde red: and Me Bare 
of Maine , al 


yy , 
le ers were dema 


APPLETON, | Bocock were appointed 


Vhe question wa then taken: and the amene 
; " 
ment of Mr. Sranron was rejected—the tellers 
havi 1” reported aves 55, noes 74 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, then, with the con 
sent of the committee, withdrew ni ul iment 
Mr. BROOKS | hold in my hand a very pop 
' . ' ' ‘ 
ular amendment, W hl am instructed by the 
Committee of Way and Means to offer. It is 
=) 
as follows: 
lo enable the the Hou Repre i st 
iver to each of tl ‘ bers and Dk i ft re 
t Coner who hav not already re ved i 
DOOKS as i been furnished to member f the Twent 
eighth, Twenty th, Thirtieth, and Thirty-f t Con 
esse wi Ww ! r t House 
lily OF 
P; ture na 
under the tion t { tte 1A 
House of | 10 = sament im detail chal 
e made to ¢ t ‘ n e mode and 
i ! f i ere t boo “N btained 
The H e | d themselves bool without 
making Vv appropriati The ¢ nittee of 
Way a Me is ] l nce of th e, have 
1 i ‘ 
reported n nece y i riation na ine 
bo« ks I iv be volt al d na d for 
| , ] ’ ‘ i q ' 
Mr. RIDDLE. Is it customary have the 
proviso with the resolut 
DHALrC —_ : / 
Mr. BROOKS. I believe epro iently 
| ie ‘ | 
expiall I voted agai é OKS j am 
opposed to the whol ) it feel bound 
to vote thea I iA ) I e ¢ mir ttee of 
W iys I Me ! t i W i S afr- 
é ed tne e 1, sibie, to 
ascertain whether edit f tl e | k ire ey 
ted, whi e the e, ind whether ny 
l her r j if ¢ | oft em ‘ r the 
eo le - ey } ‘ i emed t the r\ 1 
quire ul »> the manner ¢ re ren itienst 
i 
) SUOI nar t to the consideration « 
coy m t 
tT r , 
Mr. POLK I move to strike out the provis« 


vide t the book 
purchased under the control of the Con 


’ Accounts 


he amendment, which pro 
} } 
shall be 
t 


ttee of 


I consider, Mr. Chairman, although this ame 
ment emunates from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, that itis a direct reflection upon the Clerk of 


this House. When preceding Congresses ordered 
these books to be published, and furnished them to 
new members, it has usual! nder the direc- 
tion of the Clerk. I should like to k: , sir, what 
act of the present Clerk hus subjected him to this 
upon the part of this com 


1OW 


constructive suspicion 
mittee? I stand here to maintain the character of 
that Clerk, and defend him against those reflec 
tions, let them be direct or indirect; and I believe 
that the high appreciation in which this House 


holds that officer will protect him from such un 
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generous and illiberal intimations as the proviso 
to this amendment carries with it. 

And {£ would like to know, Mr. Chairman, 
where is the propriety of this action? Has this 
Committee on Accounts more honor, more integ- 
rity, more fairness than the Clerk? No, sir! 
Are they to supervise his conduct as if he was 
unworthy of the most implicit confidence? I, for 
one, will not silently permit the infliction of so 
gross an injury as the proviso to this amendment 
implies. I cannot believe that such was the inten- 
tion of the gentleman from New York; but it is 
liable to such an injurious construction, and should 
therefore be stricken out. I would ask another 
Where are we to get these books by 
this process? Can they be obtained this session? 
No, sir. When will they come? It may be one, 
or two, or three Congresses hence, before the 
members of the present Congress will get the 
books, if the purchase is subjected to the slow 
process of supervision by the Committee on Ac- 
counts. Indeed, sir, there is no necessity for the 
proviso to the amendment, as the existing law 
already provides that the Clerk shall make a de- 
tailed report of the expenditure of all funds in- 
trusted to his care; and I therefore ask the House 
to strike out the proviso. 

Mr. WALSH. _ 1 do not know that | shall op- 
pose the motion of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
{Mr. Poik.] In voting for maintaining that pro- 
viso I do not intend to cast any reflection upon 
the present Clerk of this House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The committee do not. 

Mr. WALSH. Nor did the committee, I sup- 
pose; but it is perfectly manifest that the legisla- 
tion which Congress has passed has not been car- 
ried out. Gales & Seaton originally published 
these books, under the direction of Congress, and 
justice requires that so long as they have copies 
of the works upon hand they should be taken 
from them. A practice has grown up here—not 
under the cognizance of the present Clerk, for I 
am as ready to indorse his honor as the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, [Mr. Potx]—and we can- 
not shut our eyes to the fact by which these books 
get into the market, and are sold by some persons, 

—! will not say by whom—and come back to be 
distributed again. This is not only a fraud upon 
the legislation of Congress, but a direct injury to 
the gentlemen who have printed these books; and 
1 would prefer a proviso that Gales & Seaton 
should be allowed to supply books as far as it is 
in their power to do it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
lish the same result. 

Mr. WALSH. These gentlemen were invited 
by the legislation of Congress to expend their 
labor in this way. They are men who live by 
their profession. They have gone to the expense 
of publishing these books, and certainly Congress 
ought to fulfill the implied pledge of taking these 
books from them so long as they have them upon 
hand; and I take it for granted, without any par- 
ticular examination, that the object of the proviso 
is to enforce that so far as these printers can sup- 
ply what Congress intended. 

Mr. POLK. I understand it has been the cus- 
tom of the Clerk to do it, and I presume it will 
be done in this case. 

Mr. WALSH. Of course there can be no re- 
flection intended upon this Clerk, for he has never 
heretofore been called upon to make any purchase 
of these books. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would ask the 
gentleman from Maryland to allow the 102d rule 
of the House to be read. 

Mr. WALSH. Certainly, sir. 

The Clerk read the rule, as follows: 


question. 


This proviso will accom- 


“Tt shall be the duty of the Committee on Accounts to | 


superintend and control the expenditures of the contingent 
fund of the House of Representatives; also, to audit and 
settle all accounts which may be charged thereon; and, also, 
to audit the accounts of the members for their travel to and 
from the seat of Government, and their attendance in the 


House.”? 

Mr. JONES. The appropriation to provide 
books for the members of the last Congress was 
made out of the contingent fund, and was thus 
under the control of the Committee on Accounts, 
under the provision of that 102d rule. This pro- 
viso is to enable the Clerk to buy them without 
carrying the amount necessary to do it into the 


contingent fund, consequently the proviso which | 


is there amended was not intended as any reflec- 
tion upon the Clerk of the House. 


The question being upon Mr. Po.ix’s amend- 
ment, 

Mr. HART demanded tellers; which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Cuanpier and St. Martin 
were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 62, noes 56. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DUNCAN. I move, sir, to amend the 
amendment by reducing it $30,000; so that it will 
read $85,800. 

I make this motion with a view to submit to 


the House a few remarks upon this subject of the | 


distribution of books, and to define my own po- 
sition in regard to it, which | fear was misunder- 
stood by the House from the motion [ made the 
other day. 1 will begin by saying, in order to 
avoid any questions being putto me by gentlemen, 
that I received these books when distributed at the 
last Congress. Whether I voted for the distribu- 
tion or not I am utterly unable to say; but I be- 
lieve the vote was carried then, as it was the other 
day, without a division, and under the previous 
question; and | say further, sir, that I have these 
books at home in my office, where I intend to keep 
them until I see fit to present them to some literary 
institution. 

I do not object to the distribution of books to 
members; the copies of the laws, and all books 
that are in the possession of the House. I have 
always voted to print and distribute books of ex- 
ploration and reconnoissance, for the development 
of the geography and resources of the country, 
and also the works left by the fathers of the Con- 
stitution, illustrating our political history. Iam in 
favor of the distribution of such books; but, sir, | 
do object to the form in which this matter has been 
presented to the House from year to year. It is 
constantly accumulating. The resolution here 
passed, is to distribute the same books as were 
distributed to the members of several preceding 
Congresses, and in that way the pile swells every 
year. It is like a snow-ball, rolled upon fresh- 
fallen snow. Now the books distributed last year 
were rated as purchased, by a paper that I have 
before me, at $724. Subsequently to that, a vari- 
ety of works were printed by order of the last Con- 
gress, which of course will be included in the dis- 
tribution this year, swelling the amount up to $800. 
Where is this to stop? 

It seems to me that it is difficult, upon any prin- 
ciple of economy or right legislation, to justify this 
continually appropriating and accumulating the 
distribution of books. So far as books are out 
of print, I think they ought to be omitted from the 
distribution, and that is the case with relation to 
Gales & Seaton’s edition of the American State 
Papers, estimated here to cost $235. 
moving to strike out $30,000 from the appropria- 
tion, | have scarcely come up to the sum which 
the distribution of this set of American State Pa- 
pers alone costs, and | venture to say at the same 
time that they are of comparatively very little 
value, and will be of comparatively very little 
value, to the majority of the members of this 
House. ‘There is another reason: A gentleman 
stated in his place, in 1850, on this floor, on the 
authority of a report of the Clerk of the House, 
that there were but fifteen hundred copies of that 
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dertake to say, but I wished to say, the other day, 
that if there were any of these works out of print, 
we ought not to appropriate money for the pur- 
pose of purchasing them. If there are those that 
are in print, and can be distributed, they might be 
distributed, but I believe that this thing must stop 
sometime, and I am willing that it should stop 
now. 

Mr. DEAN. I rise to a question of order. The 
gentleman, I believe, is not speaking to the amend- 
ment. He is not speaking against the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. ALLISON. The gentleman from New 
York will see the point I am making, if he will 
hear me. 

Mr. DEAN. It is too late in the day. The 
gentleman is only defining his position. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will not rule 
the gentleman out of order. The gentleman will 
proceed. 

Mr. ALLISON. I have but one word more to 
say. While I agree with much that the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Duncan] has said 
upon this subject, 1 would have taken it better 
from some member whose conduct upon this sub- 
ject had always been consistent. A lecture from 
some one who had heretofore opposed the appro- 
priation would have more effect upon the House; 
especially if he had voted against the appropria- 
tion when he was interested. 

Now, sir, the other day I should have voted 
against the resolution, but my friend from Ten- 
nessee (Mr. Jounson] thought it necessary to pre- 
clude any new member from voting, by reading 
one of the rules. While I agreed that they should 
be the judges of their own acts here, I did not see 
the propriety of thrusting the rule in the faces of 
new members, and I therefore did not vote at all. 
Now, I believe that members should be permitted 
to act as their sense of propriety will dictate to 
them, and be responsible to their constituents; and 
if they act wrong, let their constituents hold them 
to strict accountability. I thought it was not in 
good taste for my friend from Massachusetts—— 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida. I move that the 
committee rise. It is evident we shall not get 
through this bill to day. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The question recurred upon the amendment to 
the amendment, and being put, it was rejected. 


Mr. FITCH. I offer the following proviso, 


|| with no intention of debating it, but I think the 


Now, in| 


edition printed, and that there had been at the || 


time more than fifteen hundred copies distributed 
by the House of Representatives, to say nothing 
of those distributed by the Senate. [ say, sir, 


therefore, that you do not add to the number of || 


the copies in the country by continuing to distrib- 
ute books which are out of print, and that it ought 
to cease. I say, further, that I believe it to be 
impossible to supply the members of this House 
with copies of that work, and that the attempt to 
do so will involve an evasion of the resolution 
adopted by the House. 

Mr. ALLISON, I will detain the committee 
but afew moments. When this question was up 
the other day, I endeavored to obtain the floor to 
express my views upon this subject. I believe 
that it may have been proper at the time these 
books were first ordered to be printed, to print 
and distribute them, in order that we might, in this 
way, circulate copies of these valuable works 
throughout the country. Indeed, this is the only 
way in which they could be circulated. And I 
believe that a continuation of the practice may 


| have been called for by the wants of the country 


committee will see at once the propriety of adopt- 
ing it: 

Provided, That the accounts for the purchase of said 
books be audited, as usual, by the Committee on Accounts. 

The question was taken on Mr. Fircu’s amend- 
ment, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. BROOKS. I submit the following amend- 
ment to the amendment: 

Provided, That reports shall be made in detail at the 
commencement of the next session of Congress of the mode 
and manner of purchase of the books, and whence they are 
obtained. 

Several Members. 
that. 

Mr. BROOKS. Well, if there is no objection, 
I have nota word to say. I only wish to dis- 
claim any disposition to attack the Clerk of the 
House. It never entered into my mind. 

The question was put upon the amendment to 


There is no objection to 


| the amendment, and the Chairman announced that 


he was unable to determine the vote, owing to the 
confusion that existed in the Hall. 
Mr. BROOKS. I havea right to advocate my 


| amendment. 


[Cries of ** Too late!” ** Too late!’’} 
_ Mr. BROOKS. Ah, but there is opposition to 
it 


The CHAIRMAN. In the opinion of the 
Chair, after a division is commenced, the gentle- 
man has no right to debate his amendment. 

Mr. BROOKS. Have not I a right to my five 
minutes? If [ have not, I shall offer the amend- 
ment again in another form. Five minutes I will 


| have, for Iam entitled to it under the rule. It 
| never entered into my mind to make a suggestion 


| 


that could in any way convey an insinuation 
against the Clerk of this House. I have further 
to say, that in voting books for members of Con- 
gress for their own use, I have no objection when 
it isdone bona fide. I think it should be done. 


up to this present Congress. That, I will not un- || The public owe to us that we should be well in- 
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formed, and that we should have all the means of 
information which our own history has given us, 
and transmitted us by our fathers as matter of 
public record. My objection is not to the books, 
but the mode and manner of distributing them. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, it is a fact known to this 
country, that members of Congress sell their 
books, which have cost $700 or $800, for $100 or 
$125; and if this House will appoint a committee 
to make an investigation of my statement, I shall 
be ready to establish it. Such a fact as that is 
disereditable to Congress, disgraceful to every 
member, and calculated to injure this body and 
degrade it in the eyes of the people, and the House 
oueht to use ev ery means tn its power to stop it. 

Mr. McNAIR. I will ask the gentleman a 
question: Whether any new members have sold 
their books? [Laughter. | 

Mr. BROOKS. They have not got any yet. I 
think that new members ought to be entitled to 
books which are already in print; but as for spend- 
ing $100,000 every two years, to purchase books 
over and over again, is a thing which the country 
will not sustain when the facts go before them; 
and the character of the House of Representatives 
will be injured by it. I am mortified myself in 
being brought into this battle of books. I never 
allow myself to demagogue. I repeat that I will 
vote books to every new member who ts entitled 
to them; and if the House wishes these members 
to have these new books in good faith, let them 
adopt this proposition, and there will be no objec- 
tion to it on the part of the people. The House 
itself cannot trifle with the popular feeling of the 
country. It is not easy for us to hold our places 
upon this floor, and trifle with that popular feeling. 
It is not easy to add an additional per diem to our 
pay, direc tly or indirectly, in this way. The best 
thing we can do for ourselves is, to preserve our 
own character and our own honor , not only of the 
minority, but the majority. 

if what I have said is incorrect, the report in 
detail furnished to the next Congress by the Clerk 
of the House will enable the public to judge 
whether these accusations are true or not. . 

Mr. HART. I merely wish to ask the gentle- 
man, if it is not customary for the Clerk to furnish 
a report in detailto the House, from whom he has 
made his purchases? If itis customary to do that, 
why pass this proviso? 

Mr. POLK. The gentleman from New York 
{Mr. Brooks] is afraid that the new members 
might squander their books. 

Mr. DEAN. I am opposed to the amendment 
of my colleague {[Mr. Brooks} to the original 
amendment. I am opposed to it for the simple 
reason that at any rate, whatever may be his mo- 
tives, and whatever he may disclaim as to any 
intention of casting censure upon our Clerk, or 
putting a spy upon his actions, it may be so in- 
terpreted. 

Mr. FOWLER. AsI presented the resolution 
for the purchase of these books, it is perhaps due 
to myself to call the attention of the House to the 
facts contained in that resolution. I wish it to be 
understood that I prepared that resolution with 
care and caution. It provides that the purchase 
of the books shall be made by the Clerk. It pro- 
vides, also, that the same books shall be purchased 
whic h previous members have received. It pro- 
vides, moreover, that the purchase shall not be 
made unless there are books in print sufficient to 
supply the members. These are facts which it is 
important in this discussion shall be kept in mind. 
They seem to be overlooked by several gentlemen, 
and | think by my friend from New York, [Mr. 
Dean. 

Mr. DEAN. Ido not propose here to make a 
Buncombe speech, as I think some gentlemen have 
done. I wish merely to say that “I did not vote 
for this resolution; but the resolution having been 
adopted by the House, it is perhaps our duty to 
make the appropriation; go through with it, vote 
upon it now, and not censure our Clerk, or any 
officer of this House, particularly, forany political 
purpose. 

Mr. GENTRY. Saturday evenings, in Tennes- 
see, we always keepas holidays. I move that the 
committee rise. 

The question was then taken, and the committee 
refused to rise. 


The question being upon Mr. Brooxs’s amend- 
ment, 


Mr. POLK demanded tellers; which were or- 
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aemads sat Messrs. Cyanpier, and CAMPBELL 
of Illinois were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 71, noes not counted. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, offered the follow- 
ing amendment: 

To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
pay Force and Rives for one hundred copies of the eighth 
volume of American Archives, or Documentary History of 
the United States, for new members of the T'wenty-eighth 
Congress; one hundred and one copies of the same volume 
for new members of the Twenty ninth Congress; one hun 
dred and sixteen copies of the same volume for new mem 
bers of the House of the Thirtieth Congress; and one hun 
dred and thirty-four copies of the same volume for new mem 
bers of the House of the Thirty-first Congress—in all, four 
hundred and fifty one volumes, at $13 90.6 per copy—in 
addition to $640 36, an unexpended balance of a former ap 
propriation, $5,631 25. 

This amendment is offered under the instruction 
of the Committee of Ways and Means. The 
Clerk reports that these books have been delivered 
by Force and Rives, the persons who publish them, 
and with whom different Cierks made contracts for 
their delivery. Theamendment explains itself. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the 
committee rise. 

The question was then taken, and it was decided 
in the negative. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Jones’s 
amendment, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I have another 
amendment, embracing several items, from the 
Committee of Waysand Means. 
| have. 

The amendment was then read 


It isthe last one 


, as follows: 


To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
pay for reporting and publishing two thousand eight hun 
dred columns of the proceedings of the present session of 
the House of Representatives in the Daily Globe, at $7 50 
per column, $21,000, 

To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
pay a balance due for reporting and publishing proceedings 
of the House, second session Thirty first Congress, at the 
rate of $7 50 per column, in the Daily Globe, $649 50. 

To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
pay for twenty-four copies of the Congressional Globe and 
Appendix of the first session Thirty-second Congress, for 
each member and Delegate of the House, $34,272, and for 
binding the same, being twenty-two thousand seven hun 
dred and fifty-two volumes, in strong and substantial half 
binding, with Russia leather backs and corners, at a rate 
not exceeding sixty cents per volume, $13,651 20: Provi 
ded, The foregoing expenditures to be made by the Clerk 
of the House of Representatives shall be under the control 
and superintendence of the Committee on Accounts. 


The first item of $21,000 is to pay for reporting 
the proceedings of this House, at $7 50 per col- 
umn, in the Daily Globe. The next item is fora 
deficiency in the same for the last session. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Jones’s 
amendment and it was agreed to. 

Mr. CARTTER. Iam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Patents, with the advice, and at the re- 
quest of the Patent Bureau, to offer an amendment, 
to come in after lines nine hundred and ten and 
and nine hundred and eleven, which read, * for 
compensation of the librarian of the Patent Office, 
$500.” 

The amendment is as follows: 

For books for the library of the Patent Office, to be paid 
out of the patent fund, $1,500. For fitting up the library of 
the Patent Office, to be paid out of the patent fund, 32,000. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I offer the 
following amendment: 

For the salary of the clerk of the Sergeant-at-Arms of the 
House of Representatives, $1,500. 

That officer was created at the last session of 
Conzress, under a resolution of the House; and he 
was ‘allowed four dollars per day for his services. 
At the close of the session a resolution was passed 
continuing him in office for the year, and at the 
regular pay received by the other clerks of the 
House. That resolution expires, and unless the 
appropriation is put into this bill, he gets no sal- 


ary. Itis not provided for by the Committee of 


Ways and Means. I ask that the House will 
adopt this amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The subject was brought 
up in the Committee of Ways and Means this 
morning. Iunderstand from gentlemen who have 
examined the subject, that the clerk is now paid 
out of the contingent fund of the House. 

Mr. STANTON. That is certainly a mistake. 

Mr. HOUSTON. As I understand it, he is 
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now paid out of the contingent fund. There is no 
necessity of adopting this amendment. 

Mr. STANTON. TheJournal shows that the 
office was created under a resolution of the House 
at the last session. 

Mr. HOUSTON. lam informed by a gentle- 
men near me, that this would increase his sal- 
ary to $3,000, and make it equal to the Sergeant- 
at-Arms. 

Mr. STANTON. I say that it does not. The 
resolution of last Congress makes it $1,500. 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida I move that the 
com nittee rise; and upon that motion I ask for 
tellers. 

Tellers were called for and ordered: and Messrs. 
Cuapman and Hissarp were appointed. The 
question was then taken, and the tellers re ported—- 
ayes 74, noes not counted. 

"So the committee agreed to rise. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the chairm: n of the com 
mittee reported that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union had, : 
had the state of the Union generally under con 
sideration, and particularly House bill No. 196, 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of the Government for the year ending 
June 30th, 1853, and for other purposes, and had 
come to no conclusion thereon. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I ask leave to re port the fol- 
lowing bill, that it may be printed, and referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, viz 


A bill making appropriations for certain fortifications it 
the United States, for the year ending June, 1853 


Mr. ORR. ! object. 
Mr. LOCKHART. On the 3d Monday in 
May the Committee on Territories made a report 
which was laid upon the table, and understood to 
be ordered to be printed. The Clerk informs me 
that the order was not made. 


accord ing to order, 


| desire to have 
such order now, and the entry made, so that it 
may be printed. 

The SPEAKER. 
will be so ordered. 

On motion by Mr. FOWLER, the House then 
adjourned till Monday next at eleven o'clock, 
a.m. 


— 
There t yeing no ob) jection, it 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, -fugust 9, 1852. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Buriter 

The PRESIDEN I pre te mpore laid before the 
Senate a report of the acting Secretary of the 
Treasury, communicating, in comphance with ¢ 
resolution of the Senate, a report of the Register 
of the Treasury, with a statement showing the 
amount of trust funds in the Treasury at the close 
of the last four fiscal years, and a comparative 
statement of the balances, per the annual printed 
accounts, of the receipts and expenditures, anid 
those stated in the reports of finance for the 
years ending 30th June, 1849-50, and °51; which, 
on motion by Mr. Bricut, was referred to the 
Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report of the Secretary of War, made m 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate, calling 
for estimates of the amounts that can be advanta- 
geously expended in the construction of certain 
fortifications during the fiscal year ending 30th 
June, 1853; which was, on motion by Mr. Surecps, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


SUPERINTENDENT OF THE 
Mr. BUTLER. Ir. President, I hold | in my 


hand a letter written to me by the Secretary of 
the Interior, in relation toa debate that took place 
the other day. In justice to him and to myself, I 
ask the Senate to allow the letter to be read. 

The Secretary accordingly read the following 
letter: 


CENSUS. 


W asninoron, 4ugust 6, 1852 

Sir: I have this moment seen the report of the debate im 
the Senate on the 4th instant,in regard to the conipensatiog 
of the Superintendent of the Census,in which you are rep 
resented as saying that the amendment to the apportionment 
bill was prepared at the Department of the Interior In this 
you are mistaken. I addressed a letter to you, which was 
read in the Senate, suggesting the propriety of additional 
legislation to remove ail difficulties in regard to his com- 
pensation, by fixing it at $3,000, but | prepared no amene 
ment, nor did I suggest any form of cilecting that object. 
My order to the disbursing agent was to pay Mr. Kennedy 
273,000, in the double capacity of Secretary and Superin- 
tending Clerk. My letter to you also excludes the idea of 
allowing two salaries, as it suggests the propriety of pulting 
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him on the same footing with the other heads of Bureaus. 
If, therefore, you mean when you say **that the amend 
ment was prepared at the Department of the Interior,’’ 
that it was prepared by me, or under my authority, or that 
I arm in any way responsible for its form, I beg leave to say 
most respectfully that you are in error, as I neither pre 


pared, authorized, nor sanctioned the amendment in the | 


furm it stands, nor do | know who prepared it. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, ALEX. H. H. STUART. 
Hon. A. P. Burier. 


Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, the authority 
upon which I made the statement in the Senate 
that that amendment was prepared at the Depart- 
ment of the Interior was derived from the Senator 
from Louisiana, (Mr. Downs.} I suppose he is 
still under the impression that it was prepared at 
that Department, though not by Mr. Stuart. Jus- 
tice to Mr. Stuart requires me to say—not only 
from the letter which has been read, but from 
other sources—that this amendment was never 
brought to his notice, and was prepared without 
his knowledge. Whether he should be held re- 
sponsible for it or not is a different question. But 
justice also requires me to say that it did not ori- 
ginate with the committee, but that it was prepared 
by somebody else, and adopted by the committee. 
[am not perhaps at liberty to say who prepared 
it. I suppose, however, there is no doubt that it 
was prepared at the Census Bureau, and at the 
instance of the Senator from Maine, [Mr. Brap- 
BuRY,] as well as [can learn. So that the respon- 
sibility, if any, should be shared by the head of 
the Census Bureau and the Senator from Maine. 
The bill was sent to him, and no doubt he took it 
as it was prepared, with a view on his part of 
hxing the salary of the Superintendent of the Cen- 
sus Bureau at $3,000 a year. That was, no doubt, 
his impression, and if it was Mr. Kennedy’s un- 
derstanding also, there was nothing wrong in the 
transaction. But | suppose it was prepared at the 
Census Bureau, and adopted by Mr. Brapsury. 
1 believe these are the facts. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. STOCKTON presented the memorial of J. 
P. Pirsson, praying the Government to purchase 
his patent condenser for supplying the boilers of 
marine engines with fresh water; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. FISH presented a petition of inhabitants 
of Wayne county, New York, praying for an 
appropriation for the improvement of the harbor 
of Great Sodus Bay; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the memorial of Charles Callaghan, for 
himseli and others, praying the United States to 
purchase the $600,000 of United States Treasury 


Department certificates of Spanish indemnity; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign | 


Relations. 

Also, three petitions of citizens of New York, 
praying the extension of Uri Emmons’s patent 
for a planing machine; which were referred to the 
Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. WALKER. I have aresolution, amount- 
ing to a memorial, passed at a meeting of the 
Mechanics’ Mutual Protection Society of New 
York, asking the passage of the homestead bill. 
| am requested to present it to the Senate, and do 
so; but as the bill in reference to which the memo- 
rial is sent has been reported upon by the com- 
mittee, | move that the memorial be ordered to be 
laid on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER presented a memorial of res- 
idents of the counties of Fairfax and Alexandria, 
Virginia, praying an appropriation for the repair 
of the Long Bridge; which was referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WADE, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the petition of Joseph M. 
Hernandez, praying to be indemnified for dam- 
ages sustained by his plantation in Florida in con- 
sequence of its occupation as a military post, &c., 
submitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his 
further relief; which was read and passed to the 
second reading. The report was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred a resolution of the 
Senate, directing the committee to inquire whether 
any legislation is necessary or expedient to ex- 
empt vessels driven by stress of weather, and an- 
choring in any of our ports, from the ordinary 








detentions and requisitions of the custom-house, 
asked to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation thereof; which was agreed to. 

Mr. SOULE, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the memorial of 
Auguste Métayé, asking Congress to allow him 
compensation for services rendered in the custom- 
house at New Orleans, submitted a report, accom- 
panied by a bill for his relief; which was read, 
and passed to the second reading. The report 
was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred a memorial of importers of wines, 
brandies, &c., at New Orleans, praying an increase 
of the number of gaugers of that port, submitted 
a report, accompanied by a bill authorizing the 
collector of the port of New Orleans, with the ap- 
probation of the Secretary of the Treasury, to 
appoint three head gaugers; which was read, and 
passed to the second reading. The report was 
ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred a memorial of citizens of Louisiana, 
residing on the Mississippi river opposite New 
Orleans, praying that the port of New Orleans be 
extended to their side of the river bank, submitted 
a report, accompanied by a bill extending the lim- 
its of the port of New Orleans; which was read, 
and passed to the second reading. ‘The report 
was ordered to be printed. 


CLERK TO THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN 
RELATIONS. 


Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I offer the fol- 
lowing resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations be 
authorized to employ a clerk for the residue of this session, 
whose compensation shall be the same as that of clerks of 
other committees of the Senate. 


There is an accumulation of business just now 
before that committee which renders it important 
that it should have aclerk. I therefore ask the 
unanimous consent of the Senate to have the res- 
olution considered at this time. 

There being no objection, the resolution was 
considered, and agreed to. 


THE LOBOS ISLANDS. 
Mr. HAMLIN submitted the following resolu- 


tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to communi 
cate to the Senate all such correspondence as may have 
taken place between the United States and Peru regarding 
the Lobos Islands ; and also a copy of such instructions as 
may have been given to the officer in command of the 
American squadron, on the subject of vessels loading with 
guano at those islands—so far as the same, in his judgment, 
shall be compatible with the public interests. 


EXPENSES OF THE SEVENTH CENSUS. 


Mr. BORLAND. I ask leave to offer the fol- 
lowing resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed 
to communicate to the Senate a statement of all the expend- 
itures for, and on account of the Seventh Census, specify- 
ing the following items, to wit: 

Amount paid to marshals and assistant marshals for 
taking census, collecting statistics, &c. 

Amount paid for clerk hire in Census Office. 

Amount paid for stationery for Census Office. 

Amount paid for office rent for Census Office, and to 
whom paid. 

Amount paid for fue) and stove rent, and to whom paid. 

Amount paid for furniture for Census Office. 

Amount paid for repairs or alterations of the house or 
houses occupied for the Census Office, and to whom paid. 

Amount paid for books, pamphlets, papers, and periodi- 
cals, for the use of the Census Office. 

Amount paid for freight or transportation to Adams & 
Co., or other persons, for the use of Census Office, and on 
what account. 

Amount paid for contingent expenses of the Census Of- 
fice. 

Amount paid for arranging and translating European sta 
tistics, and to whom paid. 

Amount paid for the expenses of the visit of the Super- 
intending Clerk of the Census to Europe ; and copies, ver- 
batim, of the vouchers for said expenses furnished by the 
said clerk. 

And resolved further, That said Secretary be directed to 
state to the Senate the appropriation out of which the ex 
penses of said visit to Europe were paid, and the authority 
of law for this payment. 


As this is a mere resolution of inquiry, as the 


| subject embraced in it is likely to have a bearing 


upon legislation before the close of the session, 
and as there is but a short time between this and 
the close of the session, I ask the Senate to con- 
sider the resolution at this time. 

The resolution was considered and agreed to. 
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PENSION AGENTS 
On motion by Mr. BORLAND, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the resolution submitted by 


him on the 2d instant; and, having been amended, 
it was agreed to, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to report to the Senate the names of the several agents em 
ployed by the Department other than officers of the United 
States for the payment of interest on the public debt, and 
of those appointed by the Secretary of the Interior for the 
payment of pensions since the 4th of March, 1849, together 
with a statement of the last settled accounts of each of 
such agents, with date thereof, showing the amount due to 
or from the United States. 

Resolved further, That the said Secretary report what 
length of time unclaimed dividends of interest are allowed 
to remain in the hands of agents after the same are due 
and payable, and how often said agents are required to ren 
der their accounts ; and what security, if any, is required 
for the faithful performance of the trusts confided to them. 

Resolved further, That the Secretary of the Interior be 
directed to furnish the Secretary of the Treasury with the 
names of each and every pension agent appointed by the 
Department of the Interior, since the 4th of March, 1849, 
to enable the said Secretary of the Treasury to respond 
fully to the preceding resolution. 


CLERK TO THE COMMITTEE ON CLAIMS. 


On motion by Mr. BRODHEAD, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the following resolution, re- 
ported by him on Friday last from the Committee 
on Claims: 

Resolved, That the clerk to the Committee on Claims 
be continued, at the usual rate of compensation, to he em 
ployed during the recesses of the Senate in completing and 
keeping up the index and digest of the reports of the com 
mittee authorized by the resolution of March, 1851; and in 
discharging such other duties as the committee may re- 
quire. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Prart, the resolution 
was modified by the substitution of the word 
‘‘recess’’ for the word ‘‘ recesses;’’ and it was 
agreed to, 


THE TARIFF. 


On motion by Mr. STOCKTON, the bill 
‘amendatory of the several acts regulating the 
appraisement of imported merchandise, and the 
more effectually to prevent frauds on the revenue, 
and for other purposes,’”’ was read a second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Finance. 


DEATH OF HON. ROBERT RANTOUL. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Hayes, its Chief Clerk, 
communicating to the Senate information of the 
death of the Hor. Rosertr Ranrout, jr., a mem- 
ber of the House of Representatives from the 
State of Massachusetts, and the proceedings of 
the House thereon. 

The resolutions of the House of Representa- 
tives were read. 


Mr. SUMNER said: Mr. President, by formal 
message of the House of Representatives, we now 
learn that one of our associates in the public coun- 
cils has died. Only a few brief days—I had al- 
most said hours—have passed since he was in his 
accustomed seat. Now he is gone from us for ever. 
He was my colleague and friend, and yet, so sud 


' den has been this change, that no tidings of his 


illness even had reached me, before I learned that 
he was already beyond the reach of mortal aid o1 
consolation, and that the shadows of the grave 
had already descended upon him. He died here 
in Washington, late on Saturday evening, August 
7th; and his earthly remains, accompanied by the 
bereaved companion of his life, with a committee 
of the other House, are now far on the way to 
Massachusetts, there to mingle dust to dust with 
his native soil. 

The occasion does not permit me to speak at 
length of the character or services of Mr. Ranrtovt. 
A few words will suffice; nor will the language of 


eulogy be required. 


He was born August 13th, 1805, at Beverly, in 
the county of Essex, the home of Nathan Dane, 
author of the immortal ordinance by which free- 
dom was made a perpetual heir-loom in the broad 
region of the Northwest. Here, under happy 
auspices of family and neighborhood, he com- 
menced life. Here his excellent father, honored for 
his public services, venerable also with years and 
flowing silver locks, yet lives to mourn his last 
surviving son. The sad fortune of Burke is re- 
newed. He who should have been as posterity, 
is now to this father in the place of ancestor. 

Mr. Ranrovt was early a member of the Legis- 
lature of Massachusetts, and there won his first 
fame. For many years he occupied a place on 
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the Board of Education in that State. 
also, for a time, Collector of the Port of Boston, 
and afterwards Attorney of the United States for 


Massachusetts 
seat in this body. Finally, in 1851, by the choice 
of his native district, remarkable for its intelli- 
gence and public spirit, he becamea Representative 
in the other branch of the National Legislature. 
[n all these spheres he performed most acceptable 
service. And the future promised Sp oh mg 
of a higher character, to which his abilities, in- 
dustry, , and fidelity would have amply responded. 
Massachusetts has many arrows in her well- 
stocked quiver; but few could she so ill spare at 
this moment as the servant we now mourn. 

By original fitness, by study, knowledge, and 
various experience, he was formed for public ser- 
vice. But he was no stranger to other pursuits. 
Early devoted to the profession of the law, he 
followed it with assiduity and success. In the 
antiquities of our jurisprudence, few were more 
learned. His argumentsatthe bar were thorough; 
nor was his intellectual promptness in all emer- 
gencies of a trial easily surpassed. Literature, 
neglected by many, under the pressure of profes- 
sional life, was always cultivated by him. His 
taste for books was enduring. He was a con- 
stant student. Amidst his manifold labors, pro- 
fessional and public, he cherished the honorable 
aspiration of adding to the historical productions 
of his country. A work on the history of France, 


During a brief period he held a | 


wherein the annals and character of this great na- | 
tion should be portrayed by an American pen, | 


had occupied much of his thoughts. I know not 
if any part was ever matured for publication. 

The practice of the law, while it sharpens the 
intellect, is too apt to cramp the faculties within 
the narrow limits of form, and to restrain the 
genial currents of the soul. 
ence on him. He wasa Reformer. In the war- 
fare with Evil he was enlisted early and openly as 
a soldier for life. As such, he did not hesitate to 
encounter opposition, to bear obloquy, and to brave 
enmity. His conscience, pure as goodness, sus- 
tained him in every trial—even that sharpest of all, 
the desertion of friends. 
in his cause, his zeal was tempered beyond that of 
the common reformer. He knew well the differ- 
ence between the ideal and the actual, and sought, 
by practical means, in harmony with the existing 


public sentiment, to promote the interests which | 


he had at heart. He saw clearly that reform could 
not prevail at once, in an hour, or ina day, but 
that it would be the slow and certain result of con- 
stant labor, testimony, and faith. Determined and 


tranquil in his own convictions, he had the grace | 
Recognizing | 


to respect the convictions of others. 
in the social and political system the essential ele- 


ments of stability and progress, he discerned at | 


once the office of the conservative and the reformer. 
But he saw also that a blind conservatism was not 
less destructive than a blind reform. 


It had no such influ- | 
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He was | 


ture. Let such a curtain fall to-day upon this 
theme. 

In becoming harmony with these noble causes 
was the purity of his private life. Here he was 
blameless. In manners he was modest, simple, 
and retiring. In conversation he was disposed to 
listen rather than to speak, though all were well 
pleased when he broke silence, and in apt language 
declared his glowing thoughts. But in the public 
assembly, before the people, or in the legislative 
hall, he was bold and triumphant. As a debater 
he rarely met his peer. Fluent, earnest, rapid, 
sharp, incisive, his words at times came forth like 
a flashing cimeter. Few could stand against him. 
He always understood his subject; and then, clear, 
logical, and determined, seeing his point before 
him, pressed forward with unrelenting power. 
His speeches on formal occasions were enriched 
by study, and contain passages of beauty. But 
he was most truly at home in dealing with practi- 
cal questions arising from the actual exigencies of 
life. 

Few had studied public affairs more minutely or 
intelligently. As aconstantand effective member 
of the Democratic party, he had become conspicu- 
ous by championship of its doctrines on the cur- 
rency and free trade. These he often discussed; 
and from the amplitude of his knowledge, and 
his overflowing familiarity with facts, statistics 
and the principles of political economy, poured 
upon them a luminous flood. But there was no 
topic within the wide range of our national con- 
cerns which did not occupy his thoughts. The 
resources and needs of the West wereali known 
to him; and Western interests were near his heart. 
As the pioneer, resting from his daily labors, 


| learns the death of Ranrovut, he will feel a per- 


And yet, while earnest | 





By the min- | 


gled caution, moderation, and earnestness of his || 
labors, he seemed often to blend two characters | 
in one, and to be at the same time a reforming con- 


servative and a conservative reformer. 


I might speak of his devotion to public im- | 


provements of all kinds, particularly of the sys- 
tem of railroads. But here he was on the popular 
side. There were other causes where his struggle 
was keener and more meritorious. At a moment 
when his services were much needed he was the 
faithful supporter of common schools, the pecu- 
liar glory of New England. By word and exam- 
ple he sustained the cause of temperance. Some 
of his most devoted labors, commencing in the 
Legislature of Massachusetts, were for the aboli- 
tion of capital punishment. Perhaps no person 
since that consummate jurist, Edward Livingston, 
has done so much by reports, articles, letters, and 
eeches to commend this reform to the country. 

With i its final triumph, in the progress of civiliza- 
tion, his name will be indissolubly connected. 

There is another cause, that commanded his early 
sympathies and some of his latest best endeavors, 
to which, had life been spared, he would have 
given the splendid maturity of his powers. Pos- 


terity cannot forget this; but I am forbidden by | 


the occasion to name it here. Sir, in the long line 
of portraits on the walls of the ducal palace of 
Venice, commemorating its Doges, a single panel, 
where a portrait should have been, is shrouded 
by a dark curtain. But this darkened ‘blank, in 
that place, attracts the beholder more than any pic- 


| 





' 


| chasing through his mind. 


sonal grief. The fishermen on the distant eastern 
coast, many of whom are dwellers in his district, 
will sympathize with the pioneer. As these hardy 
children of the sea, returning in their small craft 
from their late adventures, hear the sad tidings, 
they too will feel that they have lost a friend. 
And well they may. During his last fitful hours 
of life, while reason still struggled against dis- 
ease, he wag anxious for their welfare. The 
speech which, in their behalf, he had hoped soon 
to make on the floor of Congress, was then 
Finally, in broken ut- 
terances he gave to them some of his latest earthly 
thoughts. 

The death of such a man, so suddenly, in mid- 


| career, is well calculated to arrest attention, and to 


furnish admonition. From the love of family, the 


| attachment of friends, and the regard of fellow- 


citizens, he has been removed. Leaving behind 
the cares of life, the concerns of State, and the 
wretched strifes of party, he has ascended to those 
mansions where there is no strife, or concern, or 
care. At last he stands face to face in His pres- 
ence whose service is perfect freedom. He has 
gone before. You and I, sir, and all of us, must 
follow soon. God grant that we may go with equal 
consciousness of duty done. 

I beg leave to offer the following resolutions: 

Resolved, unanimously, That the Senate mourns the death 
of Hon. Ropert Rantovt, jr., late a member of the House of 
Representatives, from Massachusetts, and tenders to his rel 
atives a sincere sympathy in this afflicting bereavement 

Resolved, As a mark of respect to the memory of the de 


| ceased, that the Senate do now adjourn. 


The resolutions were adopted, and the Senate 


| adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, 4ugust 9, 1852. 
The House met at eleven o’clock, a. m. 
by the Rev. C. M. Burrer. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
Mr. MANN said: Mr. Speaker, I rise to per- 
form the melancholy service of announcing the 
death of the honorable Ropertr Ranrovt, jr., late 
a member of the Massachusetts delegation in this 
House, who expired at his lodgings, in this city, 


Prayer 


| on Saturday evening last, at half-past ten o’clock. 


Mr. Ranrovv’s iliness was very brief; his death, 


until a short time before he breathed his last, 


wholly unexpected. He was in his seat here on 


| Tuesday last, and though the death-mark of his 
| disease was then upon him, yet he walked home 
| as usual, foreboding no ill. 


No prophetic glimpse 
was vouchsafed to him that his final hour was so 
near at hand. When he returned home, and shut 
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the door of his dwelling, he little thought he had 
looked upon this fair and beautiful outward world 
for the last time; when he retired to his chamber 
he little dreamed that he should never walk forth 
from it again; but the stern enemy pursued him; 
and now the narrower door and the closet apart 
ment of the coffin and the tomb have hidden him 
from us forever. 

The disease of which Mr. Rawrovn died was 
erysipelas—ofte n, as in this case, a terrible form 
of death, for it disturbs and deranges the opera. 
tions of the mind before it subdues the | 


vod y The 
malady had not made rrea 1dvances with him 


before it attacked his brain, accompanied by th 
usual consequences of an inflammation and de 
rangement of that organ. Death seems arme<! 


with sufficient terrors when we can meet it with 
unclouded intellect, and with a heart r« 
the will of God; but certainly those terrors are in 
conceivably magnified whe n, as one of the con 
comitants of the disease, the mind loses its erect 
ness and equipoise, and the laws of its action and 
motion are suspended ; when the thoughts and 
memories and the images of external objects which 
the senses convey to the brain are mingled in wild 
confusion together, and the soul has no home bu 
to wander up and down amid this chaos. How 
different from that state of peace, and joy, and 
trust, in which every man h: pes to meet the final 
hour; and does not every tru! y sane man tak: 
measures for the realization of his hopes 

Yet Mr. Ranrout , even amid the agonies of his 
disease, had lucid intervals. There were convi 
tions in his mind so deep-seated, and affections in 
his heart so strong, as to stand unmoved by any 
tempest of delirium. On being telegraphed re 
specting the illness of her husband, his devoted and 
excellent lady, then in Massachusetts 
his succor. | 


ls ned to 


, hastened to 
She arrived here at six o’clock on the 
morning of the day he died. Instantly her voice 
wooed back consciousness apd reason. He seized 
her hand in his, and held it till he bre: whed his 
last. Even when his mind wandered, this 
of affection was unclenched. 
laxed it. 

The swelling of the disease had closed his e yes 
and it was beyond the power of muscular contrac 
tion toopen them. He desired to havethem opened 
by mechanical means, that he might once more 
behold the features and the face whence, for more 
than twenty years, the light of love had shone 
down into his heart. Thank God, sir, that, amid 
all the alienations and strifes and hostilities which 
seem sometimes to flow out of the human bosom 
as though it were their natural fountain, there are 
also aflections, sympathies, 
loves which are inseparable from it; allied to it by 
amore congenial affinity; and which we always 
may find there, ‘close as green to the verdant leaf 
or color to the rose.”’ 

Mr. Ranrovt was born in Beverly, Mass 
chusetts, August, 1805. Had he lived until nex 
Friday he would then be forty-seven years old 
He entered Harvard University at the age of eigh 
teen, and was graduated in 1826. He studied law 
at first with Mr. John Pickering, of Salem, wh 
exemplified in his profession the “roe st meaning 
of the word law. Hedid not consid: > law a 
an arbitrary or artificial scheme of forms and pre 
cedents, but asa great system of justice aaa truth, 
of God-ordained principles, on which alone, and 
by which alone, human society and human wel 
fare can be upheld and advanced; nor as an art o1 
device by which to get a living, but as a science 
by which to guideall life. After Mr. Pickering’s 
removal to Boston, Mr. Ranroun was in the of 
fice of the Hon. Leverett Saltonstall, who was 
once a member of this House. He was admitted 
to the bar in 1829. 

Mr. Ranrovut soon became a man of mark In 
1834 he was elected to the Massachusetts House 
of Representatives, from the town of Gloucester, 
where he then resided; and from that time till his 
death he filled many public offices, both of a po 
litical and of an honorar ynature. in 1843 he was 
made collector of the port of Buston. In 1845 he 
was appointed United States district attorney for 
Massachusetts, the responsible duties of which 
office he performed in a very able manner for about 
four years. In 1851 he was elected a Senator of 
the United States by the Legislature of Massa- 
chusetts, to complete an unexpired term; and he 
was chosen, by a very large majority of the peo- 
ple among whom he had always lived, and who 
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knew him best, to the seat in this House now so 
suddenly and so mournfully made vacant. || 
But Mr. Ranwrovt found time, and possessed 
taste and aptitude, for other services besides those 
of a strictly political or professional character. | 
His natural instincts and moral culture led him to } 
engage in worthier and nobler occupations. He 
was, certainly for very many years, and I believe 
during all the active part of his life, an earnest, 
devoted temperance man, a temperance advocate 
aud lecturer, leaving home and the emoluments of 


his profession to visit and even traverse distant 


parts of the State to preach the gospel of this great 
reformation. To him, among others, 1s Massa- 
} indebted for her present advanced position 
in this world-renovating enterprise—an enterprise 
which, if successful, will enlarge the imprisoned 
angels of joy whose home is the fireside and the 
domestic altar, while it will send to penal chains 
and darkness the demons who have so long 
usurped their place. 

Mr. Ranrous adhered to this cause steadfastly, 
**through evil report;”’ for, in its early, and even 
its maturer days, it had no * good report.”? He 
resisted the solicitations of the abandoned to 
abandon this great reform, and rejected the unholy 
honors with which they tempted him to disloyalty. 
Who would now exchange his consciousness for 
theirs! 

In 1837, Mr. Rawrovun was appointed by Gov- 
ernor Everett and his Council one of the original 
members of the Massachusetts Board of Educa- 
tion. This office he held for six years, and until 
it expired by its own limitation. He was an 
active and most intelligent member of the Board. 
tle was a wise counsellor and a faithful friend of 
that cause, then impugned and contested, but now 
so deeply seated in the affections of the people 
that it would be as difficult to obliterate it from 
our social polity as to expunge the judiciary itself. 
While a member of «he Board, Mr. Ranrovun 
wrote a very able article on the subject of educa- 
tion for the number of the North American Review 
published October, 1838. 

Mr. Ranrovut devoted vast attention and re- 
search to the still vexed question of capital pun- 
ishment; and perhaps it may be said that no man 
is fitted fully to discuss this theme without read- 
ing what he has written. 

In the course of his life, Mr. Ranrovut has ad- 
dressed many literary societies, made political 
speeches almost innumerable, and has been en- 
ced in legal causes of great magnitude and diffi- 
culty; and one thing may be affirmed of all his 
public performances: he never fell below the oc- 
casion, never disappointed the expectations of his 
most sancuine friends. No greater misfortune 
can befall a man than to be elevated to a post to 
which his talents or attainments are unequal. 
The same man who has been respected and hon- 
ored in a subordinate sphere may become ridic- 
ulous and contemptible in a higher one, to which 
injudicious friends may advance him. Though 
it may be the same man, yet we judge of his size 
by the height of the pedestal on which he stands. 
He may seem of full stature when near the 
eround, but dwindle to a pigmy on the top of a 
column. Henee every promotion has its risk. 
Mr. Rawrovus. encountered all such risks, and not 
only escaped but always triumphed. Each suc- 
cessive increase in the height of his pedestal only 
showed his large proportions to better advantage. 

Though mainly. dependent upon his own exer- 
tions for a livelihood, yet Mr. Ranrout had time 
for study, and means for libraries and other aux- 
iliaries of eminence, because he never had any 
time-consuming or mind-weakening vices. He 
kept himself clean and pure from the miserable 
personal indulgences of the epicure and the bon 
vivant, which eat away time and consume means, 
and set so many a young man back in the race of 
life, and though often more attractive than alarm- 
ing at first, generally develop and mature into full- 
grown and hideous vices afterwards. In absti- 
nence, in industry, in system, he was a pattern 
for young men. He lengthened life by beginning 
to perform its duties early. 

Mr. Rawnrova’s mind was singularly keen and 
acute. Yet he did not use his keenness and acu- 
men as they are so eften used, to cut and pierce at 
random, but to strike the joint and trace out the 
marrow of whatever subject he dissected. The 
working of his faculties was rather judicial than | 
forensic. 


chusetts 





Logic predominated over rhetoric. || 


Words were his counters, not his coin. The 
spectator was less struck by the glitter of his bat- 


|| tle-axe than by the precision of its blow. He 


was of two kindly a nature to generate much sa- 
lire; yet against oppression and fraud he could be 
severe. Either consciously or unconsciously, he 
recognized the great truth that no moral being can 
see virtue and vice as they are, and the eternal 
antagonism between them, and love the former 
without hating the latter. He who thinks it his 
duty to look complacently upon wrong mistakes 
torpidity of conscience for charity. 

Mr. Ranrou’s attainments were all in harmony 
with his original cast of mind—notshowy, but solid; 
not gathered for ostentation, but for use. There 
was depth enough in his stream of thought to 
make a score of brawling rivulets. In promiscu- 
ous company, while the conversation roamed and 
floated over the levities of literature or the frivoli- 
ties of history, | have known him to sit by the 
hour almost dumb; but when the conversation 
struck into the depth and heart of things, when it 
discussed the great events that join and articulate 
the history and fortunes of mankind, then sud- 
denly it became his turn to shine; and he would 
set forth his principles, and march up his close 
battalia of facts and arguments for their support, 
ull the rash disputant who encountered him would 
require a library of books and months of time to | 
study up to his positions. 

So far as my knowledge extends, [am not aware 
that any imputation of personal dishonor or dis- 
honesty ever rested for an hour upon his name; 
which, for a man so extensively engaged in busi- 
ness and in politics as he was, is the highest cer- 
tificate of his being that ** noblest work of God,’’ 
an honest man. For years [ knew him well, and 
saw him frequently; and, though differing from 
him on many points, yet | have said to his oppo- 
nents a thousand times, and | now say it to the 
world, I believed him to be honest and sincere. 
A political man should not be condemned without 
some great, irrefragable, luminous proof of his 
btameworthiness; and surely no such can be al- 
leged against Mr. Ranrout. 

But, sir, | will not pursue these remarks, each 
sentence of which is a fresh remembrancer of our 
loss. In the vigor of his manhood; his disciplined 
faculties all ready and eager for effort; his stores 
of knowledge wonderfully full; his fame already 
bright and high, though not yet culminated, he 
has been suddenly stricken down. Ido not say 
that this proclaims to us the vanity and worthless- 
ness of life; for that is a doctrine I do not believe; 
but do not its admonitions strike us with a voice 
**loud on the heart as thunder on the ear,’’ pro- 
claiming that it is only those acts of duty and be- 
nevolence which survive the actor, and whose 
effects go on widening and deepening in an un- 
ending progression of beneficence after we have 
departed, that can give true dignity and beauty 
and nobleness to our transitory existence upon 
earth? If, as I believe, death is but an event in 
life, our Book of Judgment, our rewards and pen- 
alties in another world, may at least partly con- 
sist in our beholding the consequences, then fated 
and inexorable, of our former conduct. 

While remembering the widow and the orphan 
sons of the deceased, there is a venerable form in 
that group of family mourners who must not be 
forgotten. Mr. Rantoul the senior, is a gentleman 
of more than three score and ten years, of great 
worth and excellence of private character; for 
many vears a member of one branch or the other 
of our State Legislature, and universally respect- 
ed. Of his eight children, six have now gone be- 
fore him. Our friend, my colleague, was his only 
surviving son. Insuch a case truly it may be said, 
** tis the survivordies.”’ A lone and solitary pa- 


rent, bereft of his children, has been compared to 


an aged tree, stripped of its foliage and its limbs, 
and casting its shade by its trunk, and not by its 
branches— 

“'Trunco, non frondibus efficit umbram.”? 


Oh, may the Spirit of God descend with healing, | 
when this last arrow pierces that aged heart! 

Mr. Speaker, I move the adoption of the follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Resolved, That this House has received with deep sensi- 
bility the announcement orthe death of Honorable Ropert 
Ranrovu., jr., a member of this House from the State of 
Massachusetts. 

Resolved, That this House tenders to the family of the 


| deceased the expression of its sympathy on this affecting 


event; and, asa testimony of respect for his memory, the \ 
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members and officers of this House will wear the usual 


badge of mourning for thirty days. 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed to 
communicate a copy of these proceedings to the family of 
the deceased, and also to the Senate. z 


Resolved, That, as a further testimony of respect for the 
deceased, this House do now adjourn. 


Mr. FOWLER. Mr. Speaker, in seconding 
the resolutions just read, as my feelings prompt 
me, I trust the House will indulge me while I add 
a few words to what has been so appropriately 
and eloquently said by my honorable colleague, 
who has just taken his seat. ; 

Death, always an impressive messenger, has in 
this instance stricken down the man strong in in- 
tellect, high in career, buoyant in hope, noble in 
purpose. The arm upon which parental love re- 
lied for support with a parent’s confidence is pal- 
sied in death; the heart which the purest connu- 
bial affection hath long shared has ceased to beat; 
the voice to which filial reverence was accustomed 
to listen will no more be heard. ‘* This is the Jast 
of earth!’? The sorrow that springs from such a 
visitation of Providence is too deep for description. 

In the death of such a son and such a Rep- 
resentative as the Hon. Rosertr Ranrovt, jr., 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts has suffered 
a loss which will be long and deeply felt. The 
home and domestic circle which this sudden and 
severe affliction has made desolate, share, | am 
sure, our sincerest sympathies. 

The body of our respected associate is given 
back to dust; his spirit is returned to Him who 
gave it. Let us who linger behind for a brief 
season, be admonished and instructed by this im- 
pressive dispensation. May the hand of Provi- 
dence, thus visible in the midst of us, direct us all 
to a more faithful discharge of the responsible 
duties imposed upon us; and may His Spirit lead 
each of us to a firmer and purer faith in Him who 
ever liveth, who is the resurrection and the life, 
and who hath said, ‘*he that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live; and whoso- 
ever liveth and believeth in me, shall never die.”’ 

I offer the following, in connection with the res- 
olutions already presented: 


Whereas the family of Mr. Rantout having determined 
to proceed yesterday to Massachusetts with his remains for 
interment, and the Speaker of this House having designated 
a committee to accompany them— 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed to 
pay from the contingent fund of this House, and place at 


the disposal of said commitee for the funeral expenses of 


the Hon. Mr. RanTovuL, a sum equal to that usually ex- 
pended in such cases, to be ascertained and drawn for by 
the committee. 


Mr. McLANAHAN. Mr. Speaker, the mourn- 
ful announcement that has just been made by the 
honorable member from the State of Massachu- 
setts of the death of Mr. Ranrout, one of his col- 
leagues, will, I trust, warrant mein making a few 
remarks on this sad occasion. 

How sudden, how unexpected to all of us was 
this event! Butavery few days ago he occupied, 
as he has done during this session, the seat that is 
now vacant at my side; but a very few days ago 
he went forth from this Hall never more to return, 
for even then the shadow of the wing of the angel 
of death rested upon him. His active and ener- 
getic spirit has taken its departure from earth, and 
the grave has added to its mouldering trophies the 
remains ofa distinguished man. 

Sir, this sudden, sad, startling event is sugges- 
tive to all. Its language of warning, admonition, 
and direction to each one of us is, ‘* Be ye also 
ready.”’ 

[I never had any personal acquaintance with Mr. 
Ranrovc until I met him in this Hall, nearly nine 
months ago. And although there was a wide dif- 
ference in some of our political principles and 
opinions, both in regard to constitutional law and 
national policy, our personal intercourse has ,al- 
ways been most agreeable. The wisdom of the 
philosopher, the toleration of the Christian, and 
the politeness of the gentleman ever seemed to dic- 
tate and control his conduct towards all who en- 
tertained sentiments not in accordance with his 
own; and it was therefore that his intercourse 
with the members of this House, generally, was 
of the most pleasing character. 

Mr. Ranrovt is well known to have been all 
his lifetime a most sedulous student. Possessing 
a mind naturally prone to investigation, with un- 
common power of analysis—a metaphysical sub- 
tilty to discriminate, and an iron memory to re- 
tain whatever he acquired—it is not to be wondered 
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at that he possessed, what he so justly deserved, 
an enviable reputation for his extensive and varied 
learning. His knowledge of jurisprudence guve 
him a position at the American bar of whic h the 
most ambitious aspirant might well be proud. His 
intimate and critical acquaintance with history, 
especially with the history of more modern times; 
his accurate and minute knowledge of the science 
of political economy and of statistics, rendered 
him at once an interesting and instructive com- 
panion. Sir, the just fame which Mr. Ranrovt’s 
indefatigable industry achieved for him, both as a 
scholar and a lawyer, is calculated to open up the 
well-springs of hope and promise in the hearts of 
our young men who pant ambitiously for such 

distinction. I have reason to believe that his life, 
in the delicate and tender relations of a husband 
and father, was perfectly irreproachable. What- 
ever loss others have sustained by his death, there 
are those surviving in his own family circle to 
whom that loss is irreparable. When death re- 
moves a husband and a father, ruptures those af- 
fections, and tears asunder those ties which form 
the prima! bonds of society, his work of desola- 
tion seems almost complete. Who is there that 
would not sympathize with the wail of the widow 
and the ery of the orphan? And yet how utterly 
unavailable is all human sympathy! May the 
blessings of Him who alone can give consolation 
rest upon their desolate hearts. 


Mr. MACE. Mr. Speaker, I request the indul- 
geuce of the House for a few moments, to add 
brief tribute to the memory of the deceased. Prior 
to the present session of Congress, I had no ac- 
quaintance with Mr. Ranrout, but from reputa- 
ton. It was my good fortune to form his favor- 
able acquaintance ‘early i in the session, and being 
seated near him, and associated with him as a 
member of the Committee on Claims, that ac- 
quaintance resulted in a mutual friendship, which 
continued uninterrupted until his last illness. As 


a companion, he was rationally social in an emi- 


nent degree; modest and retiring, yet, on proper 
occasions, ready to inform, i instruct, and enlighten 
upon subjects of morals, science, politics, and other 
useful matters, in all of which his mind was well 
stored. Asa legislator, he took a large and liberal 
view of all questions affecting the interest and well- 
being of the nation, and was not tied down to his 
district or State. ‘The generosity and kindness of 
his nature were manifest in all his acts; he had a 
strong leaning in favor of the individual and col- 
lective rights of the masses, who are unable to 
ee with wealth and power. By his death 

he House has lost one of its most distinguished 
a honored members, and his companions here 
have lost one that they will long remember with 
keen and melancholy sorrow. ‘The event admon- 
ishes all of us to be ** also ready.” 


Mr. CLARK. [I desire that my voice should 
be heard upon this occasion; and perhaps the best 
reason which can be given for it is, that lam ason 
of Massachusetts. ‘This is a sad occasion, which 
opens again before us the narrow, cold, and re- 
pulsive tenement—and it is appointed for each one 
of us; and it is all the more sad, as the arrows fly 
thick around, sparing neither the humble nor the 
exalted. The Destroyer comes and cuts down one 
in the noontide of life, ere yet time and circum- 
stances had enabled him to develop his powers 
and acquire aname. He comes again, and takes 
from the pinnacle of the temple him of far-reaching 
fame, made up of a long life of noble aspirations 
and immortal achievements. Again he comes, 
and tears away another who had power 


“To climb the steep where Fame’s proud temple shines 
afar 5”? 

but He who holds the destiny of men in his hands 

did not suffer it. 

There is a mournful consolation in a long pre- 
monition of the approach of that hour on which 
eternity is hung. So eager,so absorbed are most 
men in the interests which lie nearest to them, 


| us, 
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extensive or confidential. I can speak of him 
only as a public man, asa man who has made his 
mark and established his character by those men- 
tal efforts so characterized by vrreat knowledge, 
acute discrimination, and exalted abilities. | oh all 
say nothing of his party connections or his politi- 
cal opinions; for these ‘he was res} ponsible, not to 
but to those who clothed him with authority 
and senthim here. His voice in this Hall of legis- 
lation was but the voice of nearly one hundred 
thousand freemen speaking through him under a 
sense of the inappreciable right of freedom of 
speech. That his views upon certain great ques- 
tions of national import did not accord with those 
entertained by most of us here, is no doubt true. 
But who shall call in question his sincerity of 
heart and purpose? The truth of his opinions 
will be tested by the unerring judgment of public 
sentiment and future history; 
which will judge us all. 

His views upon some subjects were eminently 
characterized by expansiveness, liberality, and 
progress. Noman here had more correct, safe, 
and national views of ourcommercial relations with 
other nations than he had; none more extensive 
and accurate knowledge of the public domain, and 
the purposes to which it might be legitimately and 
profitably applied. And, however his opinions 


the same tribunal 


| upon any subject might have differed from others 


here, he was always ready to sustain them with 
reasons worthy the consideration of the strongest 
and the best. In him the antagonist of skill and 
power might have found a foeman worthy of his 
steel. 

But it is no part of my purpose to dwell upon 
any phase of his public character, but rather to 
improve the moment in a moral point of view. 


But yesterday the man of vigor, of hope, of virtu- 


| us and of 


| soothe the dull, 


/a short uncertain day?’ 


ous ambition, and cheering prospects, was among 
us. We heard his voice in the stern 
debate, contending for the right as he understood 
it; to-day his vigor is as the withered grass, his 
hope as the light which has expired; his ambition 
is chilled, and his prospects are beyond the bound- 
ary of mortal vision. ‘* No flattery now 
cold ear of death.’’ 

Who shall refuse to stand admonished by the 
lesson before him? Who will forget that ‘* life is 
> and who will shut 


can 


his 


| eyes to the accumulated responsibilities which lie 


beyond it? 

if is not wrong to strive for the splendors of 
honor and reputation; but their elements should 
be made up of truth, justice, and charity; and all 
that is acquired in violation of these will be, like 
the memory of the wicked, ‘‘to rot. Day by 
day we are called to the disc bn arge of arduous duty . 


which is sometimes mingled with anxiety and 
strife. Should not our feelings be chastened as 


we behold the consummation of life in one, while 
yet the great works which he had projec ted were 
but half completed? Should we not remember 
that our dwelling-place is in the dust? 

Life has been compared to an ever-flowing 
stream, and most fitly. It bears us, in our waking 
and our sleeping hours, down its current, and out 
upon that wide expanse from which there is no 
refluent course. And how rapidly each one of us 
may be nearing the great bend which shall disclose 
it in wonder to his vision, none can tell; but to him 
who has nobly done all his duty it can be matter 


| of but little concern. 


that they defer the consideration of those which_| 


belong to a sure but mystic eternity, unless ad- 
monished that they are athand. ‘To our associate 
and brother Death came with a stealthy step, and 
aimed his fatal shaft in ambush. It may be that 
he was not unmindful of such an encounter and 
such a result. If so, it was well. If it shall be 
so with us it will be well. 


“There Faith lifts up her cheerful eye 
To brighter prospects given, 
And views the tempest passing by, 
The evening shadows quickly fly, 
And all’s serene in Heaven.” 


The question was taken upon the several reso- 
lutions, and they were unanimously adopted. 
The House then adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &c. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred tothe appropriate committees : 


By Mr. BRIGGS: The memorial of Martin Bates & Co., 
and others, of the city of New York, for the immediate 
passage of a law by Congress for the better security of lives 
on board of vessels propelled in whole or in part by steam. 

Also, the memorial of Barton & Co., for the same. 

Also, the memorial of Robert C. Wetmore, for the same. 

Also, the memorial of C. 8. Bogardus, for the same. 

Also, the memorial of Wm. B. Wakeman, for the same. 

Also, the memorial of Henry N. Beach and others, of the 
city of New York, for the passage of a law for the better 
security of lives on board of steamboats. 

Also, the memorial of Messrs. Brush & Co., and others, 


My acquaintance with Mr. Ranrovut was not || for the same. 
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Also, the memorial of Jonathan Trotter and others, for 
the same 

Also, the memorial of Hamilton & Heniman and others, 
tor the same 

Also, the memorial of Jam B. Bart 1 and others, for 
the same. 

By Mr. MOORE, of Louisiana: The pet n of D. Isles 
& Co., and other citizens along th: te, pray A po 
road from Washington, in t ari St. Landry, to 
Huddleston, in the parish of Rapides, Louisiana 

IN SENATE 
Tvespay, Jugust 10, 1852. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Buruer 

After which the reverend gentleman announced. 
with the permission of the President, the death of 
a child of the Hon. W. M. Gwiy, Senator from 


California, and invited the members of the Senate 
to attend the funeral 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the ‘Treasi 
made in compliance witha resolution of the Senate 

ulling for information in rel 
collected by James Collier, late collector of the 
customs atSan Francisco; which 
be laid on the table and printed. 

Also, a report of the Secretary Interior . 
made in compliance with a resoluuon of the Senate 
calling for information in 
lands in the State of Louisiana; which was 
dered to be laid on the table an ! 


this afternoon. 


lation to the revenue 


was ordered to 


of the 


relation to the pul 


ad printe 
PETITIONS, ETC. 
Mr. JONES, of low: Ly} resented a petition of the 


clerks in the W ast hington citv post office 


» praying 
to be allow 


“| extra compensation; which was 


re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. CHASE presented three petitions of citi- 
zens of Ohio, praying that the bill commonly 
known asthe **homestead bill,’* may become a law; 


which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, presented a petition 
of ladies of Memphis, Tennessee, praying that 
the groundsand buildings formerly used as a pub- 
lic arsenal, may be granted to the ** Widow s and 
Orphans’ Asylum of Memphis;”? which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. MALLORY presented the petition o 
G. Camp, late of 
the accounting officers of 


f John 
Florida, praying that 
the Treasury be 


rolacst 
marshal 


may 


directed to settle his accounts op the principles 
which now govern marshals’ accounts in lke 


cases; which was referred to the Committee on 


the Judiciary. 

Mr. TOUCEY presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of Connecticut, approving of the acts 
of the last Congress known as the ** compromise 
measures;’? which were read, and ordered to be 


laid upon the table and printed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented the 
petition of James P. Delacour, only son of James 
Delacour, praying to be allowed bounty land for 
the services of his father in the last 
Great Britain: which was referred to 
mittee on Public Lands. 


with 
‘om- 


‘war 
the ¢ 


SHAWNEE 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. I have been requested 
to present to the Senate the memorial of Black- 
hoof, Josep h Parks, S: ir ke se-moe,i ind Sp y Buc K, 
delezates from the Shawnee nation of (ndiane. 
In this petition, which is lengthy, they set forth 
their relations to the United States, and refer es- 
pecially to the prosecution of the claim which has 
been under the consideration of the Senate. T hey 
also show that in consequence of delays in ob- 
taining their claim, upon advice, it was found 
necessary to employ an agent; that they 
ingly employed Mr. Richard W. Thompsen 
assist them in the prosecution of their clam. They 
set forth the contract entered into with him, and 
the manner in which that engagement took 
Having stated all this, they proceed to state that 
they do not think that they could accept a patent 
for a hundred thousand acres of land within the 
bounds of the fifty miles square granted to their 
brethren, the Missouri Shawnees, without doing 
them injustice; that they are not willing 
them injustice by excluding them from any portion 
of the land to which y are entitled the 
treaty of 1825. They conclude this long petition 


INDIANS. 


Ar eord- 


to 


place, 


to do 


they 


il by asking Congress to consider the whole circum- 
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stances of the case, and, if they please, to make 
them a pecuniary compensation instead of a com 
pensation in land. 

They further state, that as they represent the 
whole nation, and as Mr. Thompson is the attor- 
ney of the nation, they will agree to give a receipt 
in full for all claims they may have against the 
United States growing out of the treaty of 1831. 
i move that the petition be referred to the Com 
mittee on Indian Affairs, and [ trust that that com- 
mittee will give it their careful consideration before 
the Indian appropriation bill is finally disposed of, 
and endeavor to settle the controversy now exist 
ing, if possible. 

Mr. WALKER. During the debate on a pre- 
vious day, on the item of appropriation concern- 
ing these Indians, I said that if the amendment 
then under consideration was defeated, | would 
offer a section proposing to set apart the 100,000 
acres of land appropriated to the Ohio Shawnee 
by the treaty of 183]. 
in compliance with my pledge at that time: 


I have drawn this section 


See . And be it further enacted, That the President 
be, and he is hereby, authorized and required to cause to 
be partitioned and set apart to those Indians heretofore 
known as the Ohio Shawnees in severalty the 100,000 acres 
of Jand stipulated in their favor by the treaty of 1831; the 
said 100,000 acres of land te be partitioned and set apart 
within the fifty miles square granted to the Missouri Shaw 
ees by or in virtue of the treaty with them of 1825 

! intended to offer this amendment at the proper 
lime, but as I understand the memorial just read, 
these Shawnees do not desire to have the land set 
apart for them. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I will repeat that they 
state that if the 100,000 acres is set apart to them 
in severaity, under the treaty of 1831, they con- 
ceive that it will be doing injustice to the Missouri 
Shawnees, whom they regard as having a right 
to occupy any portion of that fifty miles square, 
and they are apprehensive that the Missouri 
Shawnees will regard these Ohio Shawnees—for I 
believe these persons who are here are of the 
Ohio tribe—as attempting to provide for their 
portion of the tribe improperly; and they say, in 
their petition, that such an act would destroy the 
peace and harmony existing among them at home. 
They are not, therefore, willing to do anything 
which would bring upon them the odium of that 
charge, and disturb the harmony now happily ex- 
isting between all portions of the nation, as now 
amalgamated by the union of the two portions of 
the tribe. That is as I understand the matter. 

Mr. WALKER. Itthen amounts to an objec 
tion on the part of the Ohio Shawnees, to have a 
partition of 100,000 acres set off to them. The 
reasons on which that objection is based, may be 
very good; | am inclined to think they are. “But 
that only strengthens the conviction that rested 
upon my mind during the debate the other day, 
that they would not consent to have the 100,000 
acres set off to them within the fifty miles square. 
In other words, they do not want the treaty car- 
ried out specifically, but they want money in lieu 
of it. The reason for that, I said, was very ob- 
vious, which was that interested agents might get 
their share of the money; whereas if land was 
given, they could not get anything. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The petition shows that 
this agent was not employed until their claim was 
rejected, and they had received advice that an 
agent was necessary to enable them to succeed in 
securing the claim. 

Mr. WALKER. That is usually the case. 

The petition was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the petition of 
Samuel Brenton, praying that a claim allowed to 
T. A. H. Edwards, and erroneously paid to James 
McKay, may be investigated, and relief afforded 
to the lawful owners of said claim, asked to be 
discharged from the further consideration thereof, 
and that the petitioner have leave to withdraw his 
petition and papers; which was agreed to. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred the memorial of the 
executors of Henry Eckford, deceased, submitted 
an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to 
be printed, — 

Mr. FISH, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, to which were referred the several memorials 
of citizens of Erie county, Pennsylvania, and the 


resolutions of the Legislature of that State, in fa- 
vor of the establishment of a navy-yard and dry- 
dock on the lake frontier, asked to be discharged 


{| 


| was referred to the committee be laid upon the 


from the further consideration thereof; which was | 


agreed to. 


Healso submitted a report on the subject; which 


was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, to which was referred the memorial of 
Otway H. Berryman, praying to be allowed the 
amount of money paid by him in the adjustment 
of his accounts as purser, submitted a report, ac- 
companied by a bill for his relief; which was read, 
and passed to the second reading. The report 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the memorial 
of R. M. Heath, the agent of the State of Vir- 
ginia, praying that certain moneys expended by 
that State in organizing the Virginia regiment of 
volunteers for the Mexican war be refunded, sub- 
mitted a report on the subject; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

Hie also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the memorial of the agent of the State 
of Georgia, praying that the accounting officers 
of the Treasury Department may be authorized to 


allow and pay all accounts intended to be provided | 


for by the act of Congress of 11th August, 1842, 
‘‘ providing for the settlement of the claims of 
‘ Georgia for the services of her militia, &c., when 
‘it shall be made to appear that the State has al- 
‘lowed and paid the same,”’ submitted a report on 
the subject; which was ordered to be printed. 

He also submitted an amendment in each case, 
which he intends to offer to the bill to appropriate 
money for the support of the Army, when it comes 
up for consideration. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, which was directed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of printing an additional number of the 
papers which accompanied the President’s mes- 
sage in relation to the fisheries, submitted a report 
in favor of printing two thousand additional copies 
thereof: which was agreed to. 


THE FALLS OF THE OHIO RIVER. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The Committee on Roads and 
Canals, to which was referred a bill to provide 
more effectually for overcoming the obstruction to 
the navigation of the Ohio river at the Falls thereof, 
have had the subject under consideration, and at 
the same time have taken into consideration va- 
rious petitions and memorials from different points 
of the United States to the same effect, and have 
directed me to make a report in writing, and 
usk that the bill which was referred to them be 
laid upon the table, and to report two bills upon 
the petitions referred to them. I move that the 


bill which was referred to the committee be laid / 


upon the table. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair understands 
that a bill was referred to the committee, and they 
report it back and move that it lie upon the table. 
There were petitions of a similar character be- 
fore the committee in answer to which they report 
two bills, which bills will have their first reading. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Is it not unusual to re- 
port back a bill, and lay it upon the table imme- 
diately ? 

The PRESIDENT. The objectis to get the 
bill out of the way, in order to take up the bills 
which are reported in answer to the prayer of the 
petitioners. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I will state that the committee 
had a bill referred to them, the object of which 
was to overcome obstructions at the Falls of the 
Ohio river. They had also referred to them va- 
rious petitions and memorials from different parts 
of the United States having the same object in 
view. The committee, after examining the whole 
subject, have directed me to prepare a report giv- 
ing the reasons pro and con why they arrive at the 
conclusion that the bill referred to them should be 
ordered to lie upon the table, and at the same time 


introduce two new bills, one having for its object | 


the transfer of the Louisville and Portland canal 
to the State of Kentucky, the other for the purpose 
of establishing a canal on the Indianashore. Now, 
[apprehend it is entirely proper to ask that the 
bill which was referred to the committee be ordered 


| to lie upon the table, with the view of taking up 


the bills which are reported by the committee. 
The PRESIDENT. The Senator makes two 
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separate reports. The first is, that the bill which 


table. That is the first question. The next is 
upon the petitions, in answer to which they report 
two bills. They will be taken up in their order, 
and read a first time. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Why not report the 
bill back, and let it go on the regular orders? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair cannot say; 
but the report of the committee is to lay the bill 
which was referred to the committee upon the 
table. 

The bill was ordered to lie upon the table. 

The following bills, reported fron the committee, 
were then severally read a first time, and passed 
to a second reading: 

A bill for the construction of a national arsenal, 
armory,and foundry, at the Falls of the Ohioriver, 
in connection with a public canal for the use of 
the army and navy, trade and commerce, and for 
the supply of water power for manufacturing ord- 
nance ania for the use of the United States; 
and 

A bill for the relinquishment to the State of 
Kentucky of the stock held by the United States 
in the Louisville and Portland Canal Company, 
with a view of making that canal free to naviga- 
tion and commerce. 

The report was ordered to be printed. 


TRANSFER DRAFTS, ETC. 


Mr. WELLER submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to report to the Senate, a statement of the amount of each 
and every transfer draft issued since the Ist of January, 
1850, on any of the depositaries in tavor of other deposita- 
ries, or the Treasurer of the United States at Washington; 
specifying the date of each of such drafts, and the dates at 
which they were respectively payable and paid, to the de- 
positaries in whose favor they were drawn. Also, the 
mode by which said transfers were made, stating particular- 
ly whether made in charge of officers of the United States, 
or by private individuals, corporate banks, private bankers, 
or brokers, with their respective names, or in any other man- 
ner, and the expense of making each, together with copies 
of all corresspondence or instructions in relation to each 
of such drafts. Also, a statement of each and every order 
issued since January 1, 1850, (other than transfer drafts or 
treasurer’s checks or warrants,) and by whom issued, on 
collectors or receivers, whether depositaries or not, requir 
ing them, or any of them, to pay over money in their hands 
to any depositary, or to any other officer of the United 
States, or to any person or persons or corporations not cred- 
itors of the United States, with the date and amount of 
each of such orders, when payable, to whom and when 
paid ; and by whom such orders were respectively collected, 
with the expense of collecting each ; also, copies of all cor- 
respondence or instructions in relation to such orders. Also, 
a statement showing the amount and date of each of such 
transfer drafts or orders, if any, which were not paid at ma- 
turity, or are now due and unpaid; on whom drawn, in 
whose favor, with the name or names of the person or 
persons employed to make such transfers, or collect such 
orders. Andif any such be unpaid, although due, what 
measures have been adopted to secure the amounts so un- 
paid. Also, if any security, and what, was given to insure 
the prompt payment into the Treasury, or to any depositary, 
of every such transfer draft or order, when made, or col- 
lected by others than officers of the United States. 


CADWALADER WALLACE. 


On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, the bill 
for the relief of Cadwalader Wallace was read 
a second time, and the Senate proceeded to con- 
sider it as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 
poses to provide that the President of the United 
States shall be authorized and required to cause to 
be ascertained what lands are held and owned by 
Cadwalader Wallace, in that part of the Virginia 
military reservation which lies between Ludlow’s 
and Roberts’s lines, and south of the Greenville 
treaty line, in theState of Ohio, upon locations made 
between those lines, in conformity to the laws of 
Virginia, since the decision of the Supreme Court 
of the United States in the case of Doddridge’s 
lessee against Thompson and Wright, under and 
in virtue of Virginia military warrants issued for 
services in the Virginia line on continental estab- 
lishment; and that he also cause to be ascertained 
what amount of money was received into the 
Treasury from the sale of the same lands by the 
United States, and that he thereupon shall pay, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 


| appropriated, to Cadwalader Wallace, the money 


so received from the sale of said lands, so as afore- 


' said held and owned by the said Cadwalader 


Wallace: Provided, That before such payment 


| shall be made, the said Cadwalader Wallace shall 


relinquish, by deed or deeds of conveyance to the 
United States, in such manner as the President 
shall direct, his title to said lands. 
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